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CHAP. XIX. 

Some old. characters which had nearly been forgotten 
brought forward again — A delicate string 
touched-—-Discord produced—The flame fanned 
by another circumstance not expected by the 
parties , but not perhaps out of the reader's 
calculation — Visitors—A dissertation on pic¬ 
tures , ta^te and the like, and an interruption in 
time to save the credit of a duke . 


The Duchess of Whgjps was in such 

perteef good* humour, in consequence 

# 

of the successful issue of hep visit to 
Narcissus to obtain an addition of au- 
ihority to enable her*fc> controul Lady 
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Charlotte, that she surprized and de- 

- u j* ,;jV r w 

lighted all her household, and even her. 
grand-daughter herself, who yvas far 
from suspecting tfiat the cause of this 

superficial goodness originated in a cir- 

* # 

cumstance so directly aimed at her own 
comfort and independence. 


For the first two or three days all was 
smooth and fair, and^Lady Charlotte 


flattered herself into a belief that, before 

m 

his departure on his country excursion, 
her father had $®ftened down the natural 


asperity of the old lady’s temper, aiid 
.induced her to promise an alteration in 
that .mode of treatment, rtie inefficacy 
of which she h^d herself by her conduct 
so decidedly, endeavoured ft) impress 
upon his mind.* 


One ttfoming, however, whether the 
fourth. fifth, sixtl?, or seventh, it signi- 
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fiftth little to the interest of these pages* 
to determine ; *Lady Charlotte returned 
from her usual walk in the woods, 'vfith 
a countenance full o* seriousness, tend¬ 
ing to melancholy. Her whole visage 
appeared to have been discomposed by 
«ome circumstance of an extraordinary 
nature,jsslkl the dyches^, after surveying 

her for som&Ininutes with the most fixed 

0 

attention, irf something approaching to a 
tone of impatient petulance, demanded 
what adventure she hadmetwtth to dis¬ 
concert her? 

“ Are you sure, # my dear* graadmama, 

that poor grandpa Jias not made his 

escape into the forest?** asked # Lady 

Charlotte, in a tremulous voice. 

. . ♦ . • 

<c Eslape into the forest l 1 ' echoed the 
duchess —?' 6 Why, is the girl bereft of he* 

senses ? What, in heaven’s name has 

• « 

B 2 
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ei&'ite'en hundred 
* • 

'happened to induce you to ask such *n 

indelicate question }** «Aud the looks 
of^the duchess, as she uttered the 
words, plainly evipced the agitation and 
apprehension she felt. 

** Don't be angry, t gran£Ima, and PI) 
tell you all about it,” returned Lady 
Charlotte. a I was walking.m the forest 
—in the thick and darkest part of the 
forest—when I met a man, so like—so 
very likei—my grandpa ; just his look 
of composure—his size—his stoop—his 
hat—his wig—his stick—his shoes and 
stockings—bis CQat and waistcoat—all, 
exactly like himself; and I stopped, 
grandma—nay, * you * must look good- 
tern pered—jand’Mhen he stopped-—and I. 
was frightened a^it,*for I*did not know 
what he might do to me, and I *made‘ a 
movement to run away—and then he 
shook his head so piteously, and clasped 
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his hands together—afid cast his eyes' 

ftp towards heaven—and, in a moment 

disappeared in the wood ; and, for 4he 

life of me, I could not tell which way 

he went n^r how he vanished; Now 

are you sure, grandmama, that'grandpa 

<s safe in his^owi^room ?” 

s . . 

Lady ChVlotte*had completely over¬ 
thrown all the duchess’s evenness of 
* temper; for the latter could not bear 
to have her conjugal vigitemce and 

affection called in question, nor»to be 

. * • 

reminded of the necessity of preserving 
her good humour.^ She difJ no^an^wer, 
however, for soqpe time, until by a Jittl^ 
internal reasoning she flfad satisfiefl her- 
self of th$ impossibility of tke escape of 
her consort,• and * as soon as she had 
settled# this point, she * immediately 
mounted .the stool of dignity ,^and in ji 
voice, neither .very Remarkable for its 
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eloquence, softrfess, nor perspicuity, 

replied to her granddaughter: * 

* 

“ Child, you are grown* too saucy, 
much too^saucy to beenduroti”(and she 
applied to her ‘snuff-box, which at once 
convinced Lady Charlotte cthat she had* 
committed a mopt heinous offence) “ I 
am in perfect good hiAnoui*/ never was 
in a better, since I knew what reason 
was. But it is not to be borne, that I, 
who am af pattern of what a wife ought 
to be, r should be suspected of a want of 
care and attention to my hjisbar^d. 
Hussey, I sa^, yOur tongue runs before 
your wit, and you rnu&t be taught the 
necessity of curbing it a little.” ^j\nd 

therf^the sftuff-6ox was assailed with 

' • 4 . 

redoubled fury.. 

« 

. “ Gra^dmama,” cried Lady Char¬ 
lotte, whose iftdigjaahon* was fast rising, 

• * 
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“^Who said you was in an ill-humour 
he t me think vyhat I would, I did not 
Venture to sav as much. I see now how 

o ^ 

it is, that you have been so kind the 

* » 

last day or two; it is only because 
nothing has happened lo put-you the 
,least out of ^the ^yay ; but the moment 
you havaimet with the slightest oppo¬ 
sition, like\» bomb, I Relieve it is, off 
you go in » moment with a terrible ex¬ 
plosion.” 

“•And off you shall go, Missjmpu- 

dence, I assure you/'* retorted the 

• * * * 

duchess, with a stern and* fiery look— 
“ for now let me inform you, that I haver 
power from your" fa\hef to use personal 
correction* as wdl as pfcrsoqal regptiint, 
if I think iU expedient, gmd f shall no 
Ion gerjlelay acting upon the authority 
he has given to me; therefore, prepare 
yourself/ Miss* for little less liberty 
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t 

♦than you have* been accustomed # to 
enjoy, for I mean to begin with coi*- 
finement.” 

« 

“ And*end with flogging, suppose 
returned Lady Charlotte, biting her 
thumbs, and casting ste;n a glance a$ 
she could contfoul, at her angry grand¬ 
mother. 


lt That must depend on your own 

behaviour,” answered the duchess— 

ie every thing is left to my discretion, 

and, if I think* it prudent to resort to the 

rod—” * 

* 

• c 

fC Who will ^ou get to inflict it ?” 

askvsdXadv C&arlotte.' “ WhowilHiave 
“ t * ( •> 

the hardihood and thte audacity to lift a 

« 

hand against my person ?” 
s 

H I will, Miss Assurance,” said the 
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duchess. “ I will correct you, when* 
correction is nepessary. This audacious 
spirit of your’s must be quelled, ^nd 
it shall too, .in spite of these pretended 
airs of independence. Remember you 
are not arrived* at years, of discretion 
must be matured by wholesome 
severity.^ 


Lady Charlotte looked first at her 
grandmother, then at the floor, then 
tried to assume an appearance of 
calmsess and unconcern, but the /esult 
had too deeply fixed itsfelf to be eradi¬ 
cated—it was rankling in« her bosom 
—and stimulating; all the feelings of rage* 
and indignation. * She^bit her 'thumb, . 
and th^i walked*across the ^oon^j^the 
window, and began to play ifpon the 
glass w< # th her fingers, without deigning 
to utter one single sentence in reply t& 
the menace of the duchess. 
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o At this instant a servant entered t]be 
• apartment, and putting 3 letter into the 
hapd of the Duchess, immediately with¬ 
drew, leaving his mistress, gazing, with 
some astonishment, on the h^nd-writing. 
A moment, .however, had scarcely 
elapsed, before her highness hastily tor^ 
open the letter, and, hurrying her eye 
over the contents, threw ^indignantly 
on the carpet, and, rising from her seat, 
exclaimed— u Never was woman so 
cursed as myself; cursed in all my un¬ 
dertakings, my wishes, and my ..pros¬ 
pects, But Ill never endure it, I never 

m i 

will, I am 4etewnined. Ernest and his < 

i f 

'feussey shall find that I am not to be 
trifled with.” 

As tRe duchess uttered these words, 
ghe rushed angrily out of the apartment, 
and no sooner had she disappeared, than 

t * 

Lady Charlotte, turning rou*nd, disco- 



AND FIFTEEN. 


U 


vtred the obnoxious # scrawl lying stift 
tipon the carpet, and advancing to pick 
it up, murmured to himself; “ I wonder 
what has happened to put my amiable 
sweet-temf^red grandmama irf this new 
tantrum and then casting her eyes 
•hastily over Jthe contents of the epistle> 
her ladyship read the following billet. 

» 

“ With great humility, your affec¬ 
tionate son Ernest, and his most dutiful 
spouse, beg permission to inform your 
highfless of their arrival in the Fever- 
isle, ar\d their abode in Ale mansion of 

1 Narcissus, pro teqipore. •They crave 
pardon for thus ^violating the agreement 
which had been previously entereo into* 
but bejfypur highnesf to aW:ribj*fr^ihe 
breach to the*impossibili % ty*of living at a 
distanci from their excellent mother, 
vvitfiout having approached her for th$ 
purpose of receiving her maternal bene- 
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•diction* It is solely with this view tfcit 
they left Tzell, that th£ duchess con* 
sen ted to expose herself to the perils of 
the deep, # and the fatigues of a* tedious 
journey f that they may hejjpafter enjoy 
the pleasing satisfaction of sitting down 
comfortably, in their $ome§tic capacity* 
assured of that^ reciprocal good under¬ 
standing with their kindred, which, in 
their opinion is essential to happiness. 
They humbly, therefore, bog to announce 
to your highness, their intention imme¬ 
diately to follow the bearer of this tetter, 
in order that not a moment may be lost 
in the completion of arrangements of 
s £uch great magnitude^ and importance 
to tlfte happiness of all the parties con- 
cerh^d*" 4 

4 

4 

* * 

“ Mer^y bn me ! s> cried Lacfy Char¬ 
lotte, as sotfn as she had finished reading 
the letter, and had replaced it'in the si- 
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tugtion whence she had taken it,—“Mercy* 
on me ; then I suppose, since grandmama 
has taken herself off in such a quanda%y> 
that I must receive this uncle* and this 
new aunt £f mine. Well, tftey have 
done nothing to offend me-; they married 
it is true, withoufcmy consent, because, 

I suppos‘d they considered me too insig- 
nificantito tr<$uble*themselves about it; 
but what ofthat? I am determined, if 
I tell them of it at all, to do it in a very 
mild, good-humoured sort of «way, no- 
thing*like anger, nor vexation, nor dis¬ 
appointment in it, for I am sure it was 
their own business # more than thaf of any 
body else. Put J don't know how it is, " 
in this family : here, ^they wanted to^ 
marry me p to a person % witho«t t^*M1ng 
themselves abouttny inclination ip the 
business; and because I thought proper 
to tbll them 1 should be consulted, and 

give a casting woice in the matter, 1 

• • 
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* have suffered God knows what! And 
now my uncle Ernest has committed^ 
terrible crime by marrying somebody 
whom 1. suppose he had *a liking for, 
tv it hou tasking leave. Bu% to be sure, 
the d ' say that Madam jilted another 
of mv uncles ; and, if*he did so, 1 wonVt 
take her part aipy further, fori can’t say 
I like jilting ; but, hotvevef, the best way, 
is to be in a good humour with that 

which cannot be undone.” 

* 

Her ladyshjp might have gone oft with 
this kind of soliloquy ad injiniftim, but 
just as«she Rad reachfd this point in her* 
discussion with herself, 3 servant en- 
vJerecTthe room ? announcing the duke and 
themselves, and within the 
lapse of a "n^jnute* thdir highnesses 
themselves ’followed the servant; and 
JErnest, handing his duchess to lLady 
Charlotte^presented^them to each other* 
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an<J recommended a mutual embrace of 
affection. 


“ As far as I am concerned, your 
highness/’ paid Lady Charlotte, in a 
kind tone, and kissing the.cheek of her 
^ewly made r^lati^p—“ I bid you most 
cordially Welcome to the # Fever-isle, and 
assure you, !• shall feel most delighted 
in the anticipation of a closer acquain¬ 


tance with such a charming aunt. 


» 


“ I* hail your ladyship’s kind* wel- 
come,” f jsaid the duchess, returning the 

• salute of her niece^ 46 as a happ^ omen, 

and the precursor of a reconciliation in 

* * • * 

another quarter; for it Inust be th# first 

* wish of my^ heart, dearest Lady Clj^kffTe^ 

to stand well* in fhe op in Ton of all the 

friends 8>f my beloved Ernest.”. 

» 

While tliis was passing between the 
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two ladies, the ^letter on the floor Jiad 
caught the eye of Ernest, and curiosity 
prompted him to take it up, and cast'a 
glance at its contents: it had been torn 
nearly afcross by the duchess, in the heat 
and anger of her feelings, when she 
opened it; and no sj£>ner # did the asto¬ 
nished Ernest perceive his own hand¬ 
writing, than the certain fate of his visit 
came as forcibly to his mind, as though 
he had heard it in the stern voice of his 
mother herself. For some moments, he 
stood mute with disappointment, but at 
length, rouzed by the voice of his 
duches^s, *who Inquired what had oc-. 
curred to afflict him thus suddenly and 
powerfully, he v summoned all his forti- i 
his aid, and taking her by the 

hamjl, exclaftned— • i 

* 

i 

•> 

“ Let us return, my dear duchess*; let 
us return home, for the present. 1 think 
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it will be more advisable to come at 
another time, as J perceive my mother is 
not at home, or not at leisure.” And^ 
saying this, he offered to lead # her to- 
». wards the dojr, but the duchess*resisted 
and replied— 

• 

“ You Rave never aske/1 the question, 
.Ernest; therefore, how can you tell whe¬ 
ther she is at home or not ?” Lady Char¬ 
lotte can tell us, I'll be bound." 

Lady Charlotte was much perplexed 
by # the.,question. She had seen the 
"movement of Ernest and Jie^ffect which 
the letter had^rodyced upon him; and,of 
course, she was at no foss to intefpret 
the cau^e of* the emotiop, iuid of tjjp wifffT 
to depart whicti heliad sqbs # equently'ex« 
pressed.^ She was of a feeling disposi- 
tion, and could not bear to inflict pain ; 
and besides, she fgstered a faint hope, 
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fhat an interview between her grand¬ 
mother, and her uncfe and aunt, might 
away with all differences of opinion, 
and be the commencement of a permanent 
union, productive of happiness both to 
them, and to. herself; she, therefore, re¬ 
solved not to let faJJ a syllable which 
could be taken in the light of discourage¬ 
ment, but rather to keep hope alive, and, 
after pondering a short thne, over her 
answer, she replied—“ My grandmama 
is at home, and if your highnesses will 
permit me, I will run and try if I can 
find out where she is.” 

•* 

• r 

Duke Ernest could not refuse this 

offer without discovering to his wife the* 

^Secc^of *he*letter which he had taken 

up fjom the* floor ; Sind, «s he had com- 
*. * 

mitted himself, before he hid sailed 

c 

ftom the manor they had recentl/ left, 
to bring about a reconciliation, he was 



AND FIFTEEN. 


’ 19 

0 

anxious to conceal from*her knowledge 

evfery circumstance which could have 

the slightest tendency to weaken heir 

. . ' 

confidence in his promise, or in hvs power 
. to fulfil it. fie was conscious,* at the 
same time, that if the duchess should 
\m found, the*resu 4 t would be nothing 
short of th£ premature destruction of all 
Jhose hopes h6 had cherished, and all 
those prospects which, in conjunction 
with his wife, he had so fondly sketched ; 
but there was no alternative but to sub¬ 
mit, anti he accordingly assented to Lady 
Charlottes proposal. 

“ Ernest!” .said the duchess, as soon 
* • • • 

•as Lady Charlotte had qititted the apart¬ 
ment. Thg duke* turned towards hlS 
spouse, who, fixing her % g£ze steadily 
upoji his&countenance, resurhec^—“ Er¬ 
nest !—What possessed you to wish to # 
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take me away “without seeing your*mo- 
therj after all the tremble in which I 
iiave acquiesced ?” 

c 

The duke paused a moriSent—“ What 
possessed m£ ? Nothing, my sweet love, 
nothing; but I thought ifche were busy, 
we might spoil all by disturbing her.” 

t 

“ And pray, Ernest, * who is your 
mother, that she may not be disturb¬ 
ed ?” a%ked the angry duchess, whose 
cheeks began to glow with a Rue be¬ 
yond nature. “ Have I married you, 
to be^treatfed by your family as if 1 werfe 
unworthy of notice/. Who, Sir, is de¬ 
graded by this match, if there is any* 
uegradptifin in it—you or me ?** 

A * 

€ 

“ Qhf you, my angel/ 1 retilrned^the 
podlive and obedient duke-^-“ You to 
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« f 

be ^jire. I consider myself as highly 
honoured, and the condescension en- 
timely your own.*' 

“ Could n<j|t I have married men who 
had manors at their command —re- 
pjjed the duchess-^-“ Men, who pos¬ 
sess courage, grace, youth, and some¬ 
thing like perfonaC attractions. You 
Cave none of. these, not one of them; 
therefore, it was I who condescended, 
when I entered into the nuptial con¬ 
tract wjth you.” 

^ U# I know it all, my dea[est love,” 
returned the duke—“ I know the full 
•extent of your co'itd&c^jision, andjny 
mother kpows it too, and shejimst and 
shall consent to a forgive*us both.^But, 
d propos^my love, what*thjnk you* of 
thisNuite of apartments ? Thfe tapes- 
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{ 1 

try is accounted absolutely a nonpareil 
in workmanship; the w windows are mo- 

r 

«ble; the scope of the rooms magnifi¬ 
cent ; and then the paintings—by the 
bye, tfhat d’ye think that Yenus 
bathing ?” 

u Fie, Ernest, you should be modest ,'* 
returned the duchess, putting her fap 
before her face, as if to conceal her con¬ 
fusion— rc You are not to take freedoms 
of an unbecoming nature because we 
happen to be married. Such pictures 
are only intended to be looked at, not 
spoken of.* I admire much that Christ, 
look at the dignity on the brow, the 
mddest firmne'sar of the glance, the ma - 1 ' 
jesty^of the ^yhgle contour ;.tG my taste 
that is*a most exquisite piece.” 

- 

one can dispute the.eleganfcor- 
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fectaess of your taste fora moment, my 
angel,” answered # the duke— u but turn 
this way, nothing indelicate upon my* 
honour, and that is a sacred oath. Look 

> # at the fishemg&n ; see how finely every 
part is conceived and executed, ahd the 
deg, I call tjie ipg a master-piece. 
Zounds, lobk at his coiyitenance, his 
nose, his ears, feet, body, tail, and rump. 
Would you believe it, my love, that a 
great connoisseur of our island offered 
me a cool thousand pounds, if i would 
just cut the dog out of the picture, and 
let him have it; and the men would 
have fetched five hupdred a-piece.” 

• “ A thousand for the iog ! M echded 
the duchfcs^ raising hef eye-gla^, and 
surveying the dog— u I dorft discover 
its imlue! In what does its peculiar 
excellence consist ?” 
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44 Why,‘'my* darling,” returned,, the 
duke— 4 * i*H tell you f That beautiful 
**dog, which, according to the opinions 
of the «most able canine .amateurs, is a 
mixture of the bloodhornd and the 
common mastiff, is the exact fac simile 
of a very favourite annual belonging 
to the connoisseur himself ; 1 ears, nose, 
smellers, lege, tail, -in fact, every thing 
precisely similar, even to the colour, 
and the white marks on the f^e, and 
the white heel behind, which made the 
picture worth any thing to him.” 

* *• 

“ Ah, ah, ah !” jvas the reply of the 
dtrehess, who, as sopn as she had reco- 
vered her gravity, exclaimed— <f What 1 
a ma^ of tast$! HeavensJ < Why be- 
ought to have # been immortalized ! But 
if he ^Hfeed such a value on the 
why not take the whole picture, 

* o 


c 
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fos, in my opinion, tho other parts of it 
are by a great dual the best in point of 
execution ?” 

• 

“ Becausf, my love,” returned Er¬ 
nest—“ there were none of his acquaint¬ 
ances whom the figures resembled* He 
did try hSrd to find out a likeness be-, 
tween the elder of the two fishermen 
and his old butler, and it did very well 
until he got as far as the nose, and here 
the similarity failed altogether; for the 
man hi the picture has, what they call 
here, a {^oman nose, whereas my friend’s 
■•butler had unfortunately loot thg prin¬ 
cipal part of his, .having nothing but a 
* knot remaining.” 

“ And is this a*fair specimen of*the 
taste of tall your countryman, prnest ?”> 
askeS the. duchess, sighjjjg, as the. 

▼on. hi! • c 
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r bought flashed r afctoss her mind, that, 
instead of being brought into a lartd Of 
Civilization, where the arts and sciences 
Were cultivated, and geniuis was encou¬ 
raged, sfce had been invented amongst 
a tribe of Hottentots, to Whom the ut¬ 
most excellencies of&rt were nothing? 
Who, barbarous from, education and ha¬ 
bit, shewed no germs of refinement, and, 
scoffed at'and despised the luxuries of 
taste. 

- And her fe{trs were, by no meafts un¬ 
natural, for the sample of judgment 
which «had just been* given, exquisite* 
and inimitable as if appeared in the es¬ 
timation of Eldest, was but a sorry spe¬ 
cimen K2 tfie better opinion of Her high¬ 
ness! Yet, though correct in itself, it 
was hot a> correct sample of the sfcienjtific 
researches of the Fever-islanders. There 
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were, doubtless, many such connois¬ 
seurs in the island; many individuals 
who had peculiar notions aud ideas *af 
their own, as remote from Jtruth, as 
the surface jfrom the centre, But upon 
which they pertinaciously erected theo¬ 
ries of their „own* the most absurd and 
erroneouf imaginable ; # but tbere was 
also a more than proportionate quantity 
of sterling ore in the island, of the ster¬ 
ling ore of genius, which, when taken 
from the mine of obscurity, would dis¬ 
play a lustre which was not to be excel¬ 
led. Of the truth of this assertion, 
• • 

, however, the duchess had 4iith^rto had 
no means of satisfying herself. 


To the questibn o£ the duchess* Er¬ 
nest was at a® loss* to returti an an&wer; 
for, asjit has been before' asgerttfd, he 
considered that he had given a most 

• c 2 
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r excellent proof, that there was a great 
deal of genuine talent jn the country, 
axd if the reader should, from this cir¬ 
cumstance, have the hardihood to wag 
a finger ht the duke, and cto call his 
sagacity in question, it only remains for 
the author of these gages 0 to close the, 
colloquy just wjiere it is, lest he should 
be accused of a wish to lesben rank, 

t 

Duke Ernest was still pondering, and 
revolving 4 n his own mind, what man¬ 
ner of reply he could give to this^most 
puzzling, and* consequently, most ex¬ 
traordinary question, ^when he was for¬ 
tunately relieved from his labyrinth of 
perplexity, by the re-appearance of Lady 
Charlotte, who c^me tfith a bound into 
the apartmftit, her eyes darting indig- 
nation, and^'her cheeks deeply4, tinged 
with? & corresponding hue; but for^he 
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c*use of this emotion/ and the circum- , 

*• 

stances which led to it, the reader must 
• 

be contented to suspend his curiosity, 
until he may feel inclined, to enter 
upon the lfbour of perusing \he next 
chapter. 
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CHAP. XX. <, 
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The Author tracelK the steps of a great personage , 
and sheweth the influence of books even upon 
illustrious minds-—The favourite attendant in 
disgrace—The stigma transposed to a bookseller , 
one of Heaven’s best works—The failure of a 
good design—The disappointment of Duke Er¬ 
nest and his spduse—A new scheme. 


c 

The Duchess of Whelps, as soon as 
she'hadjeft the apartment, in f which she 

• a 

had "received the letter from her son, 

• * 

rushed indo her bed-chamber, anvl threw 
herself on a settee, where she renewed 

c 

her attack on the snpflMxjx, with such 
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vehemence,* as to raise a complete va¬ 
pour around herself. The application, 
however, did not afford her any consi¬ 
derable relief; still the image of her 
disobedient f son, forcing his obnoxious 
spouse into*her presence was constantly 
jpresent to her invagination ; and not all 
the clouds of snufif in which she enve¬ 
loped herself* could raise a mist suffi¬ 
cient to dim the waking vision. 

» From the bed-chamber, her highness 
then •made the best of her way to the 
libraryand snatching a took from the 
, table, where one of her attendant ladies 
had been reading, sought, by pursuing a 
similar line of empfoyrwent, to gam the 
triumph over the disagreeable imprest 
sion ; but 9 alag, fate itself seemefl to con* 
spire against her peace; *the’volume was 
of'Tan ancient appearance, anti the part 
at which ^she opened treated upon th& 
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age at which paternal and maternal au¬ 
thority over children ceased. The very 
title of the page was ty no means pre¬ 
possessing, tor the duchess felt con¬ 
scious that reason was not* on her side, 
and she was equally aware that flattery 
was not to be found in.the volume, which 

f ^ * 

would not suppress the voice ofctruth and 
common sense, to gVatify her wishes. 
She hastily skimmed over a few lines, 
just sufficient to convince her, that the 
author wpuld have considered Ernest 
justified in marrying whomsoever he 
pleased, and, * when she had made this 

i • 

discovery, bring tbo much incensed eVen # 
to think of her snuif-box, she hastily 
rangttht bell, w4aenheY faithful and most 
unsullied attendant. Miss Burnpn, im- 
iftediatefy made her appearance. 

® A, 


* * 

“ Burnop ||| Burnon V* exclaimed the 

a^pry duchess, pointing^ to the obnox* 
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icfus book which she had hurled to the* 
Other end of the table. “ Do you read 
books, Burnon ?” 

“ Sometjjnes, an’t please your graced 
grace, I venture to turn* over a leaf or 
• two, while • waiting for your graced 
com man Ss \” —w^s the* reply of poor 
Burnon, wh8 pretty clearly saw that 
something was as it ought not to be, al¬ 
though, fcr the soul of her, she had not 
penetration enough to discover what 
that Something might be. # 

•• 

“ Look at that .vile, abominable, im¬ 
pudent, boot •.returned the duchess, 
her voice gradually risiifg g gj she proceed- 
ed—“ Dq you read such books as that 
is ?” 

Then Burnon advanced to the table 
and looked at the j>ook, and saw clearly 
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* r enough that it tfas the very identical 
book over which she bad been poring 
for the last hour or .two. She accord¬ 
ingly drojpped a very humble curtesy, 
such as she was always accustomed to 
drop in the presence of her mistress, 
and replied very faihdy id the affirma.' 
tive, summoning up courage enough to 
stammer out in no very distinct tone— 
* 4t An't please your graced grace, I did 
not know it was impudence.” 

r 

“ Not kn^w it was impudence ! 
Saucebox !” returned the duchess— 
44 Not know* it was impudence to teach • 
youn^ folks, mere 4 ch«its of boys and 
girts, that th$y\ad a right to think for 
themselve§ and adt for themselvds, w hile 
they* have lathery* and ihothers alive, 

t 

whose right and duty it always is f to 
think and to act for them.” 
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• M An’t please your grace’s grace,” 
said poor Burnon, trembling to her toes 
at the idea of her own boldness—“ l£. 
only sayis when children come to a cer¬ 
tain age, and I think——" 

• “You think ! You think !” replied 
the duchfiss, almost frantic with rage at 
the impudence of Burnon in presuming 
to contradict her— u What right have 
you to think ?” 

• 

“ My father and mother are dead, 
an*t please your grace's grace 1” an&wer- 
*ed Burnon, in the^raost modest tone of 

voice she could possibly assume, and 

• ,** » 

curtseying very low. 

• i 

“ What assurartc^” returned the 

aw • 

duchess—“ When F'was *a girl, how 
different things were! Fathers and 
mothers then, knew haw to make their 
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r children obedient, and hence it 
that the daughters of my standing all 
burned out such excellent house-wives'. 
Tell me, jmpudence, did you ever know 
me to btf extravagant?” c 


“ God forbid that^ any ,vbody should 
'say that of youj grace's grace \ f9 return¬ 
ed Burnon, with an ardent sincerity, 
which was rather unusual -in her man¬ 
ner; and immediately .added—“ I never 
saw you8 grace's grace give away a sin¬ 
gle sixpence to any poor wretch, let him 

want it never so much, and I admired 

% “ * 

your ggace’s* economy 


p> 


# if* i* 

t4 *Aye, to be^sure you did, girl, and 
so does e^ery body 1” answered the . 
duchess. ~ “* Is «my .name up all 
s through the 9 islara for my prudent care 
property* And as for your poor 
wretches who want it, l^iere tfre parishes 
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for*them to go to. Don't I go to. the 
parish, and doe» not the parish support 
me, and all my family ? No, no, I am 
not going to 'encourage any thing like 
waste of property. But as to that book 
there, Burnon, whom does it belong to ? 
Is it one your baying ?” 

“ An't please your grace’s grace," 
said Burnon again—“ The book belongs 
not to me, but to yourself; and I bor¬ 
rowed it from the upper shelf in the 
library." 


* “Tome! tome*! The book ^belong 
to me ! Wbat, «thai vile, abominable 

a * 

book! Heavens, # how I jmII go and 
abuse Scratchhard for ’sending-jane such 
a filthy and improper ftublication." And 
thep trfe duchess ordered Burnon Jo 
give directions for the carriage to oe* 
prepared to go immediately to the shop 



eighteen hundred 


as, 

* m of Scratchhard/ who was her graced 
bookseller, in order th^t she might have 
~~*the felicity of venting upon him, poor 
pious man ! (for he was one of the 
fanatic class of religionist^) some por¬ 
tion of the anger which swelled so high 
and so boisterously within her, and for 
the vent of which, she could not possi¬ 
bly find sufficient scope at home.” 

« 

It was just as Burnon had left the room 
upon thih mission, while the duchess 
was walkings up and down the ‘room y 
with the snuff-bQX in the one hand, and 
this most obnoxious* book in the other/ 
rehearsing the eloquent and emphatic 
harangue ntiih which she intended to 1 
greet th&.ears or poor MasterTScratch- 
hard’, that Lady Charlotte, after dancing 
fijgra room to room, half over tHfe whole 
^mansion, in search of her grandmother, 
made her appearance m the apartment, 
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and, most assuredly, had she picked for 

an'opportunity njore unfit and unpro» 

pitious than any pther, she never could" 

have found a worse than the present. 

<* 

m 

“ Well, Miss Minx, and who sent for 
you, and what? is your business }”—was 
the greeting with .which* her ladyshig 
>was received 1>y the intemperate dwk 
chess. 

“ My uncle and aunt, my dear grand¬ 
ma, ate down stairs, and yant to have 
the^happbiess of seeing you/’ said Lady 
Charlotte, in a very # mild ancfsubmi^sive 
voice, for, as ghe jjisJied to do a service 
*to Duke Ernest and hiflNlyqhess. *hp. 
was cautfoys to avoid every thing which 
could give offence. * 

• * 

“ Uncle *and aunt/’ echoed the du- . 

chess— J66 They srhad Le no uncle and 
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„ aunt of yours. *1 won't own thenrfor 
son Smd daughter, I gm determined ! 

^ won’t; and you knew my resolution be¬ 
fore this time, hussey, and it is of a 
piece with all your impudent conduct . 
to come plaguing me about it, it is." 


i " But I thought, grandmama, that 
might have altered your mind, and, 
I^oniy came to find you out, to know if 
if' W^jte so or not. My uncle desired 
me to se'e if you were at home, and dis¬ 
engaged, fo* he is very anxious'indeed 
to see you, and % to pay his respects to 
you* • Do* pray indulge him, grand- - 
ma ! # *, 


“ ISt^indulgl the disobedient, uiW 
graceful feflow," answefed the duchess, 
withouWcnecking her pace fir a # mo¬ 
ment-—^Me encourage him to act in 
defiance of all the laws of propriety and 
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decorum, and God and man. Am I not 
hip*mother, and h#d I not the sole right 
of disposing of him where and to whom 
I pleased ? No, hussey, I won’t see 
. him : t woqjt go where they are, and 
they shan’t come where I a tn: arid you 
may go back fend tell them what I say, 
and that whenever ( wish them to come 
Jiere again, wlty, I’ll send for them; 
and, if they Value my happiness, they 
will never presume to come hither until 
I do send.” 

Lady Charlotte looked very inquisi¬ 
tively at the duchess, but dtd not ven- 
ture to m#ke apy reply to this interdic¬ 
tion, for she saw that to'JWiJftle her* at 
this monfeqt, might He to 'elope the 
door for ever against any jeconciliatiea 
between Aer grace and DukeEriyest an 3 
his wife, ^he still paused and ponder-* 
ed, however, as undecided whether she 
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should go immediately to the duke end 
tell him, in as gentle a manner as possi- 
hie, the unsuccessful issue of her inter* 
ference, or whether she should remain a 
little while longer in the apartment, and 
See if the whirlwind which agitated the 
feelings of the duchess would presently 
subside. 

While she was still lingering in this 
state of incertitude and irresolution, 
Burnon returned to the library, and in* 
formed her^ grace’s grace, that the car¬ 
riage was waiting to convey her to 
Scrat^bhard, to give him the lecture she 
designed for him. Jhe trusty attend¬ 
ant, at the^ume time, brought cloak 
and hat, *and ull the other append¬ 
ages of* her graced dness, which the 
duchess took from her, and, ^although 
very irregular and indecorous in a c per¬ 
son of her elevated rank, put them oa 

• 
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herself, with her own hands, and, hav¬ 
ing "finished this ngvel employment/ sh^ 
advanced to the door, and just before 
she reached it; turned herself about to 
•.Lady Charloflte, and exclaimed—“ I 
desire you to carry my commands to 
Etnest that htf never venture to come 
into my house again until I send for 
J)im; and, as tS his wife, let her never 
hope to be acknowledged by me, for I 
have made up my mind upon the sub* 
ject, and am not to be altered/* • 

/ 

u Is it».the pleasure of your grace's 
‘ grace that I should # accomp£tiy you in 
the carriage?'* asketj fiurnon, in the 
Inild and modest accejitfXf jmbsetfti- 
ence. 

u No W vociferated the dufchess; and 

• • 

then casting* a very significant look be¬ 
hind, rejoined— u *Ttike care, and don't 
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employ yoursfelf in reading improper 

books, Burnon/' - ^nd as she cpn- 

«» 

eluded this expression, she bounced 
out of® the room, without condescend¬ 
ing to cast another glance?or word either/ 
at her granddaughter or her attendant. 

« < * • 

i 

“ What does my, grandmother mean, 
Miss Burnon ?’* asked Ijady Charlottes 
as soon as the duchess bad fairly got 
out of hearing, immediately adding— 
“ I nev%r saw her in a worse humour in 

my life, if nd pray what did she mean 

\ 

when she talked something about books, 

for Kcoulft not at ail understand her?'* 

\ 

( 

1 » 

^urnqp .tSeb /explained to Lady Char¬ 
lotte r eyery circumstance <wbich had 

taken place from her entering the apart- 

* 

men^Qt the call of the duch&s, to the 
cloA of the conversation about the ob- 
l^kious book, and, the resolution of her 
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grace to go instantly to Scratchhard her 
bookseller, and lecture him for putting 
such a book on her shelves. 


w 

# r< Poor Scratchhard V* exclaimed 
Lady Charlotte, laughing heartily at the 
ic^a—“ Well, I would really give some¬ 
thing handsbme if I could get into some 
sly corner, an* hear the substance of 
tlie conversation which will take place. 
There my grandmother will whisk into 
his best dining room, and begin—»I could 
'never have thought Mr. Scratgjhhard that 
you would, have abused the confidence I 
reposed in you, when I left it»to yqu to 
arrange my library for me. Then Scratch- 
Bard will lift up his eyes anrH^handji and 
look most#grievous*at tie charge, and 
reply — I,' your grace, abase your 
grace’s confidence. I solemnly declare, 
I always endeavour, so it please your 
grace, to disthargQ my duty conscien- 
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fciously to all* « But, pray, your grace, 
how have I been so unhappy as to 
incur your grace’s displeasure? Then 
her grace will produce.the book, and 
say, Do you know this book,Mr,Scratch- 
hand ? Did you put that on my shelves ? 
Then the bookseller will handle it, arid 
turn it over,* and answer in c the affirma- 

V 

live, and say it is the work of a man of 
great talent, morality, religion, and 
virtue; and then grandmother will cut 
him short, and ask what be could mean 
by introducing such an improper work 
into her library* Then he wijl stomach 
the word improper^ and protest he eorUd 

not see any thing pngodly in it, which 

■ 

vftere 4 toe <w£fy kind of books he called 
improper: ana then she will ask him, 
if c he doesfnot know she has got children 
of her 0W11, who are none of the most 
< dutiful in the world, and. that sue has 
got a grand-daughter (meaifing me) who 
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V7 

is a very shocking terttt&gant, and that 
if a*ny of us had got hold of that Book 
which encouraged disobedience to pa* 
rents, she should never from that mo* 
unent be able^o be mistress of her own 
house, nor to have herownway in any 
thing in the wbrld. Then Scratchhard 
will humbly a?k pardon that this thought 
4*ever once l>hd 0 found its way into his 
brain, and confess the danger of putting 
sir ch books in the way of such contu* 
melious persons. And after this, my 
’ grandmother will read him /ich a lee* 
ture. # Lord ! I would not be in his place 
for all the books in his shop, for I should 
not a bit wonde* \f she does not 

^ I i 9 ^ 

fake the volume she hs« with 

hfer, and, w by way of winding up the 
business so, as fb leave an impressive 
effect behind it, knock it about the poof 
devil's ear$. v 



1 \ ' 

v EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

‘ « 

Poor Burnon could not. for the 

t * 

soul of her, help bursting out in a fit of 
laughter once or twice during this 
harangue, but although such behaviour 
was by no means recontileable to the* 
laws of etiquette and proper subordi¬ 
nation, Lady Charlotte was not so strict 
as to appear angry qt the breach, but, as 
she finished her speech, ihe gaily tripped 
to the door of the room,"and looking 
back as she went out, cried—“ Tate 
care ami don’t employ youTself in read¬ 
ing improper books, Burnon,” • 

* 

Lady Charlotte*in the height of her 
natural gaiety of he^rt, had, for a tno- 
nfent*4g8t #&ht, of the very ungracioud 
message with which* she had 1 been en- 
trdfed; bu£ she •had* not skipped a 
doS^fi yards from the door of tfce library, 
before it recurred to her mind in all its 
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gloomy force, and immediately cl ipped 
a buff stop on the full tone of her feel-, 
ings. “ Alas,” thought she to herself, 
“ how can I' be so giddy as»thus to 
indulge in levity and thoughtlessness At 
the very moment that I am charged 
Vith the elements tof unhappiness to ray 
uncle and aunt, for whom I bad inter- 

O 

, ested myself and whose cause 1 under¬ 
took to plead ! Perhaps, if they had 
employed a wiser advocate, they might 
have succeeded in working upon the 
duchess to receive them into her house, 
and tbeihhopes might not no|r hare been 
doomed to a premature annihilation." 

*. ^ • , 

•V • 

This internal soliloquy "hod-brought 
her ladyship to the door qf the apart¬ 
ment where shh had left* Duke finest 
. • 

and a hisv duchess, while shp went upon 
the errand which had so unpropitiously 
terminated, She’paused a moment to 
vot. m. d * * ° * 
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resolve upon what manner of breaking 
the affair she should adopt,- but a sudden 

movement in the apartment disturbed 

® , 

ber reverie, and she hastily t threw open 
the door, and with a jerk of indignation, 
as her grandmother’s angry reception 
of her flashed acro&s her ipind, sh£ 
without thought or hesitation, conveyed 
herself into the apartment. r 

The duke and duchess, with no in- 

u 

considerably anxiety in their counte¬ 
nances, advanced to meet Lady Char¬ 
lotte, and Jhe former taking bdrby ft the 
band/exclaimed—“ p Now, my dear girl; 
teUr us quickly the^rctult of your appli¬ 
cation.^ Is Ay mother at home ? Will 
she secf- us? Is she invetera*e w ? Does 

C * » 

t€ You are 1 always in such a hurry 
with «your quantity of questions, Er- 

t • « * t * 



. AMD FIFTEEN. * 51 

nest;" said the duchess, interrupting 
him—“ Don’t y&u see that Lady Char-, 
lotte is puzzled where to begin to an¬ 
swer you. *Let me ask her a question, 
and we shfll hear something about it. 
Pray, my dear Lady Charlotte, how did 
the duchess receive you ?” 

9 

Lady Charlotte shook her head and 
sighed; but, for a few seconds, stood 
without making any reply. At length, 
she began—“ Curse upon t^fet book an^ 
old Scratchhard too. Hacf it not been 
for* it I Should havesucceeded." And 
then Lady Charlotte gave a succinct 
# account of all tfiat had^assed duaing 
her interview with her 'JiatfSfmother, 
softening down the .asperity and Positive 
tone of the latter when £h^ forbad*the 
dukeaffd his new spouse frotn re-ap¬ 
pearing at her mansion, and thus leaving * 
the hope alive that time and perseverance 

D 2 * . • 
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might- Succeed in bringing about that 
reconciliation which, at present, they 
had Sought for in tain. 

The duchess, however,*’ bore the 
disappointment with a feeling which 
partook but little oi philosophic; and 
began immediately to , reproach her 
husband for having deceived her with 
assurances which were never likely to 
be realized. The duke, on the other 
hand, rene^t) all his protestations and 
promises With redoubled fervor, and 
entreated her to wait with patience, and 
she would find that* the duchess would 

f 

byfe arijJ bye oanrt th% reconciliation she 
now Bhunned. 

^ _ ( f 

. With this a*suratrce her highness was 

forced to appear content, and' 1 shortly 
afterwards, the uncomfortable couple 
Jeft tl*^ mansion, to repair again to the 
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residence of NarcissuS, to concert what 
.measures it would be most prudent to 
adopt, leaving Lady Charlotte in a very 
pensive mood, which very soon after the 
departure pf her visitors, originated a 
sort of mental argument on the subject 

* of raatrynofly. “ It is rather queer,” 
said she, “ to be, situated just as my 
uncle and aunt are, and all through 
marrying against my grandmother’s con¬ 
sent. How plaguy inveterate she 
seems to be about it: y^t, # it is but a 
few months ago, since stte did all in 
h$r poVer to make me marry against 

* my mother’s consent. Everyone endea¬ 
vours to argue 9q ps to suit their own 
views and intentions. 1 wnVmarry at 
all, and .that’s poz: I don’ulike the 

§ o 

look of the thin?. All the folks I know 
. ° . 
or Jiavc heard of, are not happy in their 

marriage. No, I won’t marry ; that is. 

unless my mind very *fqaterially alters, 

fqr I am sure it is all a lcrttery%’ ; * 
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In the mean time Duke Ernest and 
his wife had rather a comfortless journey 
home. The latter had no sooner left 
the company of Lady Charlotte, than 
she embraced the opportunity of renew¬ 
ing her reproaches against her husband, 
and reminding him how ma»y better" 
opportunities she had been offered of 
settling herself in life, where there 
would have been no opposition of pa¬ 
rents, no surly mothers-in-law, and 

t> 

which was perhaps of more consequence 
than all the rest, she might have gained, 
by the surrender*of herself, a husband 
who mTight have deservedly enjoyed a 
higl[ character for valoiir, and truth, and 
good faith, ^fidependeijt of certain qua¬ 
lities of pejson which she* said he 
wanted, 

* 

i * 

Duke Ernest endeavoured, to parry 
ail these taunts and reproaches with as 
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good a grace as he coufd, and promised 
her highness, if* she would be pacified 
and kind, he would immediately dis¬ 
patch a special messenger to Narcissus, 
to procure |jim to return and interpose 
with his mother, to bring about a recon¬ 
ciliation^ an3 he assured her that Nar¬ 
cissus possessed such influence with the 
duchess,, that lie was sure the issue of 
his interference would be a general re¬ 
conciliation of all parties, and the perfect 
re-establishment of a perrpaftent good 
understanding. 

\ ^ 

• “ You are deceiving me again, 4 as you 

have often deceived*me before !” replied ’ 
the duchess — I cannot depend on a 
word yo*u # say. You have brought me 
into a proud fctniify for.no other «pur- 
posf than to sacrifice my happiness, and 
you will succeed, I am sure you will* 
Fool that I was,, after marrying two 
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• good husbands, to be at last entrapped 
sod brought to misery and despair by 
such a-” 


*» * 

4# No hard words, my pretty duck. 

ling,” returned Duke Ernest, putting 

his arms round her neck, and iptreating 

' her to condescend to give him a kiss, a 

request with which she reluctantly com- 
# * 
plied—" I will not deceive you. I 

never deceived you. Circumstances de¬ 
ceived us Bo*h. My brother shall come ; 
he is my frien'd, and he has great power, 
and here I swear by all that ic sacre t d, 

i\ 

that what I say is true; and on the 
feith of this oath, 1 tdo conjure you, my 
love, to resV satisfied and happy for a 
few days, longer, until things may come 
round.” 


« The duchess shook her head, doubt- 
ingly, but told her Jiufcband that she 
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would once more belieye him, apd after 
this agreement the rest of the journey 
passed free from jarring, and, immedi¬ 
ately on their arrival at home, # a special 
messenger \*as dispatched with a most 
earnest letted from the duke, requesting 
the attendance of Narcissus to reconcile 

» 0 

the diffeftnces in the futpily, and restore 
the blessings of harmony. 


D 5 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Curious directions for a supper-^-Country land¬ 
lords not courtiers—A tfick played rifon Dou - 1 
blechalk, which puts him in a terrible quandary 
—The magnanimity of Narcissus spares his life 
—Arrangement concerning Milabel—Arrival of 
Ernest's messenger, and preparations for a 
retrograde movement . 

v \ 


“ What' will your most gracious 
grace’s grace have for supper ?” asked the 
landlord of the. inn at Ashley, where 
Narcissus and his retinue stayed their 
progress after the gloomy perils of the 


night which .finished the second volume 
4 this work. Narcissus, although he 
^iad attempted to laugh the circumstance 
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off as a thing not worth serious thought, 
had once’or twice had strange sensations 
•in his region of feeling, where, whatever 
some folks may have written or spoken 
to the cont§ary, he Was particularly sus¬ 
ceptible, w^en his memory strayed back 
to the logs ^nd trees which were laid 
across the road. They could not have 
been placed Jthere without hands., that 
was a decrease; they could not have 
lain there through the day, or the car¬ 
riage road would have been stopped; 
consequently, they ^musr have been 
brought there at night, and for purposes 
specially mischievous: it«was known 
that he was coming, and there was no 
doubt that the pl&t wasjevelled' against 
him. 

•Such was the turn and tincture of 
th^tffoughts of Narcissus, just at the 
time the landlord asked the question ; 
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if 

no wonder, therefore, that it remained 
without an answer.—The host stood 
with great humility for some time, bow¬ 
ing and scraping to attract notice but 
finding it was all in vain, and thaft Nar¬ 
cissus did not seem inclined to make 
him any, the man took courage, and 
boldly asked his highness again, what 

c » 

he would be pleased'to command for 
his supper ? 

u Plots and conspiracies, by G—d !” 
said Narcissus, in a voice neither very 
remarkable for the mildness nor the 

courteousness of its tones. 

* 

a 

ft 

“uYour highness shall be accommo¬ 
dated,” answered the,polite landlord, 
and retirfed, bowing most lowly, looking 
most bewildered, and not once turning 
his back" upon Narcissus. Wuether 
this well-bred retreat of the host, namely, 



J 

AND FIFTEEN. ^‘til 

* 4 

• 

his retiring from the presence of Nar¬ 
cissus without turning his back upon 
the great man, was the effect of a supe¬ 
rior education or of fear, it may not be 
very difficul^to illustrate by one or two 
plain axioms^ First of all; landiords of 
country inns^ although very frequently 
men of ^sound sdhse of the common 
kind, are not ^duc&ted, in general, very 
near a courts not so near as to acquire 
more than one of the traits of a cour¬ 
tier’s character, which is, that of fawn¬ 
ing where interest points th^way, and 
plundering with one hand, while they 
kiss the* other in token of reverence. 
Secondly; the halTits of this kfnd of 

m 

^men, seldom initiates them very<Jeej3^y 
in the modes, formalities, and etiquette, 
usually practised^ at th<;se •places. 
Thirdlyj supposing they # might’ by 
acciderfl, have heard or read of a cour¬ 
tier going 9 out of his lord's presence* 
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backwards, to jthe great peril of hiff 
poil, &c. landlords of country inns 
are not likely to retain fn their memories 
matters and things which are certainly 
not very*relevant to their business. On 
the other hand, the idea of an 

order for “ plots and conspiracies,” as 
supper dishes, was very well Calculated 
to make even a man of t*he most simple 
and uncourtly intellect suppose the 
person demanding such fare, must be a 
little deficient in that sagacity, pertina¬ 
city, correctness, and harmony of intel¬ 
lect, which is denominated reason ; and, 
consequently to induce him to leel seine 
apprehensions lest an injury might be 
attempted agaigst hnft by the individual t 
who had thus addressed him. t 

w. 

4 t 

He had left *the room a few piinutes, 

before Narcissus recovered himseif*from 

« 

‘the fit of abstraction into which he had 
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fallen, and when he die] so recover him¬ 
self, Mahony was standing immediately 
opposite to hinf with his eyes fixed 
upon him with no small astonishment and 
consternation mingled. “ Eh ¥ Mac,” 
said Narcissus, after looking, in his 
turn, for a f§w seconds— 44 Why, what 
the devil^ire you staring at me for ? Are 
you quizzing t»e, Mac ?” 

44 No, your highness/’ returned Mac ; 
44 but 1 was just thinking liow you 
woult^like the supper you have ordered, 
or whether you might be disposed to 
chftnge it.” 

« 

\ 44 Supper! what supper have' 

dcred?” # asked Narcissus, with some 
surprize, 9nd adding instantly— 64 Why, 
Mac, yoju or I have cerfaiuly lost our 
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9 

“ Perhaps 1 r may, your highness/' 
returned Mahony—“ for I certainly will 
swear that you have just ordered plots 
and conspiracies for your supper.” 

C 6 

M Thou art mad as eve poor devil 
was in the world, Mac,” apswered Nar¬ 
cissus—“ What the devil shcfuld I do 
with food so difficult of digestion ? But 
I'll be judged by the landlord, Mac: if 
he agrees with you, Pll submit to be 
called mad for the next six months; if 
the contrary, thou shalt have a sorry 
time of it/' 

i 

, % 

The bargain was struck, and Double- 
cha?k was summoned!, while poor Mac 
blessed himself; for, although the fact 
was clear as«the sun at noon day, it was 
not likely that*the landlord would dare 
to tell Narcissus to his face any^Tfling 
which could have a tendency* to coivict 
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him of absurdity. He accordingly cal- 
c »/l a ted upon beipg worsted in the ar¬ 
bitration which had been arranged, 
unless by any ingenious interposition, 

> he could war^l off the consequences he 
feared. 

a 

M 

Doublechalk now madfe his appear¬ 
ance with his napkin tucked under his 
arm, and, in a most obsequious voice, 
begged to receive his highness's orders— 

“ Come here, host!” cried Narcissus. 
The landlord came close to the chair of 
the .great* man—“What did I order for 
Slipper ?” asked Narcissus. 

% *• ' • 

“ Supper ! supper ! order for supper v* 

stammere*d*the host, whose feaw now 

all returned in tlou&le force, and who 

was jjimost terrified to death*lest he 

should utter a single word, which, by . 

irritating his illustrious guest, should 
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render his situation more forlorn and 
desperate. te Your highness, I really 
forget the particulars ; but I gave them 
to ipy cook, and 1 will go and ascertain 
for your most gracious grace’s grace, in 
a few moments, with your grace’s per¬ 
mission.” , , 

i 

“ Not for the world,” exclaimed 
Narcissus— “ I must know this very 
moment. You don't leave the room 
till you lh.ve told me the whole truth.” 

“ Bubble and squeak, your highness 
—Bub We and" squeak !*' replied th«. 
happy; landlord, across whose pericra- 
mum a sudden substitute shot to relieve 
him ip. his most terrible perplexity; 
“ Bubble and squeak ! v reiterated the 
a dozen times, rubbing hi*, hands 
?^ith evident extacy as he spoke. 
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<f Huzza! huzza !” cried Narcissus, 
“isow, Mac, wh© is mad? You or I ? 
Bubble and squeak? What the devil 
induced me order beef and cabbage ? 

*• Zounds, Mac.^ I begin to think I am 
pretty nearly # as mad as you are. I 
never had a particular penchant for 
such an orang oytartg sort of a dish.” 

*» 

“ The man has deceived your high¬ 
ness,” responded Mac ; “ believe your 
„ faithful Mahony, what your^highness 

ordered, was plots and conspiracies ”— 

* * 

• • 

\ “ That is what I call bubble and squeaky 
^our highness,” rdkirned the landlord, 
dropping on his knees, as he continued, 

“ I pray ycwur gracious grace’s g*ace to 
pardon me fof presuming to speak 
jestingly in your high and «nighty 
presence; J>ut beef squeakings and « 
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cabbage bubbles always remind me of 
plots and conspiracies*” 

It w£s now Mahony’s tyrn for exulta¬ 
tion, and be was so elated a£ the idea of his*' 
escape from new mortifications, that he did 
noteven take his usualpains toconcealhis 
triumph; a circumstance which was not 
calculated to raise him in the opinion of 
his master, who, above all things could 
not endure the idea of being outwitted. 
The disappointment of Narcissus, too, 
on this occasion, was doubly heavy, 
since he had considered himself already 
possessed of thfe vietory, when the un¬ 
expected explanation of the bubble and 
squeak, occurring in a moment, over¬ 
threw ^11 his fancied laurels* and deter- 
* • 

mined him a* madman for six months, 
according to the stipulated agw^ment. 
He looked gloomy, for a feVv moments. 
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and revolved in his mfnd, whether he 
should vent his spleen upon Mahony 
or Doublechalk, when prudence for the 
first time for jnany years that she had 
•.ventured to approach him, whispered to 
him that Doublechalk was a stranger, 
fnd, consequently, tjiatless injury could 
result from offending* him, than from 
estranging Matfony, who was, on all 
occasions, hfs most obsequious lacquey 
and fac-iotum „ 

9 

“ Scbundrel,” said Narcissus, seizing 
thejiumhie landlord by the collar, as he 
^as still upon his knees—How dare 
# you presume to tsd]t of such things as 
*ptots and conspiracies. * Your whdfe 
country t^ms to*be made up gf such 
combustible materials, {fere, I am but 
just ggpaped from the danger assassi¬ 
nation on the high road, before I am 
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threatenedwith'poison conveyedthrougn 
the * odious medium of bubble and 
squeak. I'll have your whole country 
put under military law, I will.” 

Poison! Heaven man/years preserve 
your gracious graced grace,” /exclaimed 
poor Doubledhalk-r* 4 Oh, Lord, I shall 
be hanged, drawn, and quartered, and 
all my property sold , and all my chil¬ 
dren confiscated , and only for saying 
bubble a?.d squeak instead of plots and 
conspiracies. Oh, d—n all plbts and 
conspiracies say I; and let no honest man 
here&ftersay bubble*and squeak, without 
looking* to see if there is a hole in the 
wall of the room or the window through 
which.,the treason can escape. Oh, 
d— t --n all ‘plots anS conspiracies, and 
bubble ( and*squeak, and the de^il take 
tbe day that made me the unfortunate 
landlord of the—” t 
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u Out upon your odious noises, var¬ 
ied” exclaimed # Mahony, “ you" are 
committing worse treasons now in stun¬ 
ning the ears of his highness with your 
•.balderdash stuff. If you didn’t mean to 
poison his highness, he will be so con¬ 
descending as not tg hang you ; so get 
you gene, and send*us some wholesome 
supper.” 0 

Narcissus had relaxed his grasp upon 
Doublechalk's collar, and the poor land* 

0 

lord, thtice happy at being rescued from 
thegripe'pf his guest, hastily replied, 

1*11 send the coqJl tc* receive your 
gracious grace's grace's orders about the 
Supper;" and without looking behirfth 
him, he*rapidly Bounced out of the 
apartment. 

• 

“ D—n me, Mac,” said Narcissus— 
we funked tBe old.one; drove him into 
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‘cover in a devilish sweat. Poor devil! 

I dare say he is delighted that he is liot 
now dangling from some lamp-post, or 
tree, as a fit recompence for his impu¬ 
dence, in daring to speak with a jest in f 
his mouth before my ver/ august coun¬ 
tenance." 

c 

l 

4 ‘ I do pot doubt it your highness," 
replied Mahony, “ but as the poor devil 
meant no mischief, I dare be. sworn 
your highness will not scruple 'to take 
an extra glass for the good of hi£ house. 
But, zounds, your highness,*! wonder 
what has become*of poor Milabel all 
this tirtie. I dare say she droopa in 
your absence?' 

1 V* 

* 

^ The girl js decfent >n every respect,” 

^ answered Narcissus — 44 and^nswers 
^ery well for purposes of temporary re¬ 
creation. When we get home, Mac, I 
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m f ean to give you a mark of my especial 
favor. You havte been accustomed to 
look out for me; and now it is my in¬ 
tention to turn over Milabel to you.” 

>« » 

“ Your highness is too kind and con¬ 
descending replied Mahony—pretend¬ 
ing to wipe the fears from hjs eyes— 
“ much too condescending to your poor, 
and.unworthy servant; I never aspired 
to such a distinguished honour, I do 
assure your highness; and if it will oc¬ 
casion your highness one single pang to 

part- 

% 

% 

“ Devil a one, *Mac, devil a* on%” 
responded Narcissus—“ By the time we 
get home I shall have had quite*enough 
of her. .Besides, I must not introduce 
low tympany at home. That would 
not do, Mae; that would not do. Must 
vol. hi. i • 
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keep up something like a decent dignity 
ef appearance) you kndw. M 

* 

It w& accordingly agreed on the in* 
stant) that as Mahony tyad now his 
Whole house to himseWJ. and could do 
as he would,.without being subjected 
to give an account of his conduct, he 
should take Milabel to himself immedi¬ 
ately on their arrival at the metropolis 
of the F^ver-isle, so that Narcissus 
should be left entirely unshackled to go * 
after higher game; and this point being 
settled, thd wo$d of honour of* MahOnjr 
was exacted that he, should not poach 

before the time. 

* 

*-r 

The rest bf the evening pSs9ed away 
With tolerable eclat. Doublechalk, who 
, had pretty well recovered from fiis re- _ 
Cent alarm, introduced the lumper with 
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a vast number of congees, and inr^turn, 
received a gracious smile from Narcis¬ 
sus, who complimented the host upon 
his intrepidity, and invited hira to come 
to his mansion at the metropolis of the 
Fever-isle, vthere he promised to make 
him ample amends for the alarm which 
he had been made to undergo* 

i 

But Doublechalk was a man of too 
much sagacity to accept the invitation 
of his illustrious guest. He had read 
and heard very strange things about the 
character of Narcissus^ and the impres¬ 
sion thus made ypon his mind, was, by 
no means, of a momentary duratim; 
but bad created hi him a fixed and firm 
resolution, sooner* to eat the bread of 
bonsst -industry, earned by the toil of 
his lingers and the sweat of his brow, 
than to gain a more ample, but less ho¬ 
nourable, subsistence, bjt pampejing the 

• e 2 
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corrupt appetite, or flattering the avari¬ 
cious ear of an individual whom, what¬ 
ever his rank and station, he could not 
revere. < 


f 

V 

. When Narcissus, therefore, invited 
Doublechalk to visit him at his mansion, 

9 

the independent landlord* who was ra¬ 
ther nettled at the joke which had beea 
put upon him just before, and which 
his perturbation prevented him imme¬ 
diately from detecting, promptly re¬ 
plied—“ Your highness is kind to in¬ 
vite pie to ( your mansion, but I have 
many concerns to marjtage, and gadding 


about the country * would but poorly 
agree with my interests ! I must mind 
the {nain chance, or*els^ wh&i some of 
ll^0Ur money-scrapers come for» dues of 
|p»e, I should cut but a sorry .figure, and 
*the* honour of my visit Jo ytfur highness 
would-be called ‘sorry payment,” 
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Narcissus did not much admire -Dou- 

****** * Ml tv 

blechalk’s bluntness, butpolicy required 
him to put on a smile, and he obeyed 
and swallowed his supper with a tole- 
rable relish ; and, no sooner was the 
meal finished than Milabel was sent for 
> to give* an a*dditi9nal zest to the wine 
which flowed abundantly, until both the 
illustrious Narcissus and his faithful at¬ 
tendant were both happy to avail 'them¬ 
selves of the assistance of Doublechalk 
and his waiters to get to their beds. 

, It was the dawn of the following 
morning which brought to AsMey the 
messenger from«Duke Ernest, earnestly 
recalling his brother to settle matte??on 
a friendly footing with his mother. Nar¬ 
cissus and Mahdny had* just seated 
theip,selves at the breakfast-table, when 
the dispatch was presented to the fornj- 
er, who, supposing the contents to re- 
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; late to mere matters of business, and 
being too indolent himself to peruse* 
them, gave the packets to Mahony, and 
desired him to read them aloud to him, 

i i 

that he might digest the answer he 
should send them, at the sanie time that 
he digested his coffee, tolls,'marmalade, 
and brandy. 

< 

Mafrony, accordingly, obedient to the 
command of his master, broke the seal; 
and hemmiag two or three times, to 
clear his vehicles of sound, read a £ fol¬ 
lows— 

r r 

** Dear Narcissus—By the lord Harry, 
41 ifyou don’t come back to your man- 
44 sion, fat will be* all in the fire. 
rt I have brought my‘wife over to the 
44 Fever-isJe; ‘ and this very day have 
t4 .been trying the experiment of a visit 
44 to my mother; but, 3n spite of aU 
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u that your daughter,. Lady Charlotte 
<{ (who treated us very kindly),could 
41 do, the old Fady would not sec us* 
“ but left the house in a fury. Now 
c< what thc*devil is to be done?, 1 know 
44 not; my wife is turned very shrewish 
“ upon the •subject, and, unless 1 can 
44 discover some means,of putting her 
44 into humour again, I am likely to 
“ lead but a sorry life of it. I must 
4C rely on your brotherly kindness and 
44 ingenuity for my rescue^ from this 
44 cursed scrape. Do pray return home 
14 immediately, for I cannot venture to 
44 move a single step without yyur ad- 
44 vice and assistance.- Ernest.” 

44 Ob Lord ! Oh Lord !” cried Nar- 

- m * 

cissus—^ Corpe to the Fever-isle too ! 
This iff a bad business, -What a devil 
of a headstrong fellow this brother of 
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mine is! Well, jvell, I suppose some¬ 
thing must be done for him. What a 
happy fellow you are, Mac, who have no 
brothers and sisters, and mothers, and 

tne like* round about you*, to plague 

* 

you to madness. Zounds and the 
devil, I wish I had never interfered 
in the business ; the old lady is as 
stubborn as a milestone 'in spite of all 
my efforts.” 

“ But, your 'highness, the duchess 
is handsome and amorous, and I dare 
say will have no objection to be grate¬ 
ful—yery grateful," replied Mahony, 
slily. 

i 

Cl 

Oh, I am down *upon yon,” an¬ 
swered mreissus, laying the'forefinger 
of his right band against the side of his 
nose—“ 1 understand you, Mac ! Good 
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thought! cursed strange that it never 
should occur to me. Something may 
come of it. Gratitude is a great friend 
of mine, though I never admitted her 
within the* doors of my heart. No, 
no, she could have no business there. 
Others may # be grateful to me, but I 
have no cause tt> be grateful to any 
body in the wgrld; I confer favours opt 
females, and have a right to expect a 
recompence; they are all gratitude, and 
cannot fcear to appear unkind in return 
for obligation ; so gratitude pioneers the 
way for. me, and then you know, I do 
as* I like. You know this*, Ma<^ eh ! 
Oh, Mac, you are a cunning, fellow, a 
very useful fellow*; could not do at*jall 
without you. Must think of making 

" %SJ * 

you somfe handsome compensation bye 
and byew Eh, Mac ! How should you. 
like to be a duke ?” 

• E S 
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Then did Mahony put his hand to bis 
chin, and pull up his neckcloth, and rise 
from his chair, and bow .most profound¬ 
ly, even to the very ground, before he 
ventured/upon a reply, for # it was pro¬ 
bably the first time in his life that his 
thoughts bad ever so much aspired, and 
he could not, in a moment, regain bis 
composure, which had be^n completely 
thrown off its balance by the suggestion 
of the possibility of such a distinguish¬ 
ed reward for his services. At*length, 
however, He began—“ Dread sir, pink 
and toirror of men, honeycomb of rank, 
and essence of greatness, what can I say ? 
Like to be a duke! Sir, I should ex- 

* o 

pir§, with extaey, for I have something 
like ambition in my nature. Bijt to be 
a duke \ 'Oh Lord, ,sir, l very much 
fear your highness is only jestipg with 
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ic Never more in earnest, Isiac, upon 
my honor !” said Nardissus, laying his 
hand upon his left breast, by way of 
giving a more impressive effect to the 
declaration ; s and then, looking kindly 
. upon Mahony, he resumed—“ Yes, 
Mac, you shall be a duke, I am deter¬ 
mined. You will make a very good 
duke ; and, let me see/ you shall be 
Duke of Jackalls ; and I shall create a 


new order of knighthood on purpose to 
instal you and a few more of my very 


select friends, and I have sofne inten¬ 
tion of christening it the order of Pan- 
* 

der; but more of this at gnother op¬ 
portunity, Mac ; for the presenf, we 


must prepare to return to give ’some aid 
to Ernest.” 


• * 

“ Your highness stands unexcelled 
in virtue,” fried Mahony, bowing again, 
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as Narcissus left the room to dress for his 
departure ; and, no sooner was his back 
turned, than his fac-tatum immediately 
began to soliloquize upon the new ho¬ 
nours which awaited him. 46 A duke ! a 

4 <* 

duke ! Zounds, what a thing it will be 
for me to become a duke. This hand, 

and these fingers-?1 have seen dukes 

with worse; nay, truth to tell, I think 
toy master’s are not so handsome. My 
valet will come into my bed-room about 
noon—Will your grace—your grace— 
wish to svear your blue embroidered 
coat, or your green silvered one to-day. 
Then my grace will assume airs of dig¬ 
nity becoming my high rank, and mar¬ 
ry—no—d—n me, I .Won’t marry again, 
ritbe free and independent; for what 
is the use,of being a duke, if \ dm to be 
niglvt and morning htted by a woman. 
No, I won’t marry. I’ll subdue all the 
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girls, and have more concubines than 

• * 

Solomon; for I am determined I'll en- 
joy myself. Then I will sit in the great 
councils of the island; and speak, no I 
won't speak*— for I h^ve read* a fable 
when I was a school-boy, something 
about an ass who got a skin of a lion 
* and put it on, and passed for a lion some 
time, all the blasts ran away, and the 
whole realm of the forest paid him 
homage, but the fool must one day 
speak, and egad, as soon as the animals 
heard him bray, they found out the 
cheat, and plagued the poor devil with 
long cars—No, no, I woitft spejjk, I 
am determined ; l'tl do any thing but 
speak. Zounds, shall be but a small 
duke, but no master, size is no consi- 

u # 

deration;.I have known dukes full 
as small as myself, yet much loved and 
reverenced.” Thus did poor Alahony, 
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by anticipation, enjoy all ‘the delights 

v i ( 

of his dukedom, until his reverie was 
broken by a summon^ from his mas¬ 
ter to attend him in finishing his pre¬ 
paration^ for their immediate depar¬ 
ture. 
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CfJAP. XXII. 


Some reasons why lords 'of manors take journies 
through their estates , and a little insight into the 
true motives of Narcissus—A tale most terribly 
told, and something about the practices of certain 
great persons—A good deal about the matiage - 
ment of manors , and a digression elucidatory— 
• A little 9 digression on the subject of digressions— 
Reveries, and an agreeable surprize. 


% There have been* lords of manors in 
other tinjps than those of which the 
author of these pages writedi* and^ in 
other places than the Fever-isle* who* 
as some writers have informed us,~ were 
accustomed «to travel through their ma- 
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nors, not for the purpose of destroying 
the birds and animals which inhabited 

r 

the woods, but with a stupid and silly 
view of informing themselves how mat¬ 
ters wont on amongst tfie tenantry:— 
whether this man kept his land in good 
order : whether that could afford to pay 
the Whole rent which was required of 
him; whether the stewards and agents 
discovered any partiality in their manage¬ 
ment, or resorted to modes of individual 
oppression ; and whether all things were 
conducted with due order and decorum, 
and in every respect, as they pught to 
be.. 


. Bqt not so was the case in these more 
advanced and enlightened ages of the 
world. Lords of ^manors, now-a-days, 

• i * < — 

(meaning the days of Narcispus, fee.) 
tad fallen into the practice of acting in 
ivery transaction by deputy Narcissus- 
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left his matters, or the affairs of the 
island, to be managed at the pleasure of 
a few of the principal tenants, and he 
did not trouble himself whether.things 
.went well or ill, so that he was not 
much troubled and pestered about them. 
He had no better object in view, in go¬ 
ing over his manor, than to hear himself 
applauded wherever the people were in 
the humour for it; and to obtain a di¬ 
versity of scene, and a complete change 
of life, of employments, and -amuse- 

to 

ments fbr a short time, just for the sake 
of relieving and enlivening the dull mo¬ 
notony of the old routine* 

* 

• 

Such being the great oB5ect of Nar¬ 
cissus, h£felt no disappointment in re¬ 
tracing his step» to his metropolis, be¬ 
cause he could renew his journ^r with 
pleasure at nis own convenience, and 
^bend his progress, in a new direction. 
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more prolific in sources of entertain¬ 
ment than the country in which he now 
was. It was about an hour before suu- 
set when the travellers bade adieu to 

cj 

Ashley, and turned their horses towards 
the metropolis; and the sun was still 
gilding the tops of the distant moun¬ 
tains when they passed the gloomy spot 
which was the scene of their yester* 
night’s dangers and apprehensions, and 
which forcibly recalled the remembrance 
of all which took place. 

e 

c< You must confess, Mac,‘you were 
terribly alarmed,” <said Narcissus, eying 
his fac-totum , who was immediately 
about to return the charge, in a very 
tmcourfier-like manner, whefi the pro¬ 
mised dukedom Suddenly shot across 
bis brain,'and prevented alf the long 
tffein of possible consequences w hich 
< might have ensued. t 
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“ Yes, your highness,’I was a little 
startled,” returned Mahony—“ but I 
have been uncommonly nervous ever 
since I was stopped last winter-near to 
Bjrightbaystone/' 


. u Stopped ! you stopped, Mac,” re¬ 
turned Narcissus, in a voice*of apparent 
astonishment—“ never heard a word of 
it before. What time was it, Mac ?” 


Mahony immediately resumed—“ 1*11 

tell your* highness the story -again. I 

was just coming through a naiyow part 

of the road—egad, it # was not unlilce 

this, and about the’same time of.the 
■»* 

night, and the evening too was some¬ 
what likeJ had just got under*. Hbge 

oak tree which bfancfies over the road, 

• • 

when, suddenly, four men, at least, or 
there might have been half a dozen of 
them, jumped from* bfehinji the hedg'e. 
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armed with blunderbusses, muskets, 
pistols, and swords-” 

u For God's sake, 'Mac, don’t men¬ 
tion the abominable catalogue/' inter * 
rupted Narcissus—“ leave the rest for 
my imagination tp supply. I hate the 
names of the spitfire machines, ever since 

the day when-but I won't recal the 

image of the past. # Well, Mac, you 
must have been most intolerably fright¬ 
ened—‘go on, Mac!” 

«• 

“ Blunderbusses, muskets — I beg 
your highnesc's ptrdon—I mean certain 
dreadful instrumerfts of an offensive 
description. Sirrah, said the first, 
‘aiid v lje held pne of his fiery bull-dogs 

9 

close to my head—Give all your cash, 
tod jcwefs, and plate, and goods and 
chattels, and notes of hand, and draughts, 
and deeds, and leases, and releases—— 
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66 Halloo, the unconscionable rascal,” 
vociferated Narcissus— 66 What the de¬ 
vil, did he think you carried every thing 
you possessed in your pockets & You 
ate quizzing.” 

9 Then did Mahony swear that he 
never had # an intention of presuming to 
quiz his illustrious master, who was by 
far too acute and clever to be imposed 
upon by any wit in the universe, and 
then did # he vow that this was the first 
time he Himself was ever taken for a 
wit; and then, also, after thte preface, 

0 "j 

did Mahony swear to the truth of all he 
svas saying, and* declare that the 4 ora¬ 
torical rogjie went through all the v ocjfc 
biliary of property, ju$t as he hacT named 
it, 66 and” continued Mahony*— 66 leases, 
and releases, and indentures, an<f mort¬ 
gages, and reversionary transfers, and 
stock receipts, and—the # vjllain qpnti- 
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ruied—every other kind and descrip¬ 
tion of property whatsoever or where¬ 
soever situated, lying and being, of 

v 

which you have become seised and pos¬ 
sessed, 'whether in your own right, 6r 
the right of your dearly beloved wife 
Mrs. Mahony, or sfny other/* 

«• 

M Ha, ha, ha, ha! One of old Pimple- 
nose’s trieks for a guinea ! f * cried Nar¬ 
cissus^ holding his sides, and laughing 
ttkost immoderately at Mahony’s tech¬ 
nical tale of distress—“ Done just to 
irighten you a»bit, Mac. I see it all; I 
see it! fine fellow^ for fun and frolic. 
My life to a glass* of hock, it was Pirn- 
ulenose's trick /* 

m 

4* Your, highnesses sagacity is most 

«t » 

coifiprehensive and astonishing/* re¬ 
turned Mahony—for when I began ip 
ransack my t pockets/and to offer to the 
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plunderer, my pocket-book, purse, and 
watch, the scoundrel burst into k loud 
laugh, in which he was joined by all 
his unprincipled companions, and, all of 
them discharging their terrible weapons, 
which, your hjghness may readily ima¬ 
gine, put me into a devil of a funk, and 
made me tumble from my horse with 
mere fright and apprehension, they 
turned their animals short round about, 
and away they gallopped, laughing in 
full chorus, and leaving me half covered 
with filthy mud, and half dead with 
alarm. For the life and soul of mp I 
can’t bear guns, blundfer busses, and the 
like ever since that time; nor can I 
hold my hand steady.” 

“ It was old ^implenose, JPil pledge 
toy life for it,” answered Narcissus— 
u But did yqu never get a clue to find 
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tiie rogue out ? how got you home, 
Mac F” # 

4< A* farmer came by with an empty 
waggon, and saw me floundering jusi 
like an eel in a mudhole,; so, yourhigh- 
nesSj he stopped his team, and asked 
what the devil had put me in that 
plight. I told him the devil, I believ¬ 
ed, had attacked me iu the shape of 
eight or ten highwaymen, and had 
knocked me off my horse, and battered 
and bruised me more than, ever the 

k 

knight dt the^woful countenance was 
thumped and bumped in his life; and 
that,' if he was goihg to Brightbaystong, 
Jjg,_would be doing, God and a gentle¬ 
man service, 4f* Ije would ^make me a 

soft bed. in his waggon, *and carry 

< • 

me and my horse without shaking us 
to atoms. 
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4t And old Hodge, I suppose* clapped 
both the beasts % into his waggon toge¬ 
ther, and carted them home l” said 
Narcissus, still laughing at what he 

* called an Excellent joke. , , 

f 

• A 

“ He did so, votir highness,”,return-, 
.ed Mahony, “ but not until he had dis¬ 
located all my whole members, 'and 
jointed all my dislocated ones into 
own sockets again. Oh, I shall nev$r t 

* forget that night, your highness, t if, I 
live a thousand years* « A , ftirtpight 
after I dined with your highfiess/jwhen 
Pimplenose was present.* I did.not sus-* 

, pect him then ; but he queered, nfe, and 
quizzed me, and tipped his winksjgjyjd 
the table so frfceipr, ^nd seemtcT to lajjgh 
at me or#abou<; me so very often, tb*?* S 
thought there * was something it, the 
wind; and,.though I never # could fathom 
vol. in. * f • . ♦ 
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ii, youf highness has given me plentiful 
light upon the subject qll at once/ 9 

y 

“ It the practice of the old boy/ 9 
returned Narcissus—" and two or three 
timesl have been within a trifle of making 
esse upon some excursion of this descript¬ 
ion ; but,, I always feared we might meet 
with something serious, which might 
make the aflair end altogether otherwise 
than might have been intended* I am 
fond enough of jokes, and hoaxes, and 
little bits qf frolic, but I don't like them 
when there Is any danger mixed amongst 
them. I was always, a prudent jester, 
jfou know, Mac/* 

••y*^** * * 

* m 

This wal a very .candid adfnission of 
Narcissus; 'for though, in troth, there 
,|;an be no impropriety in men of such 
mighty rank, and importance conde- 
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scend ing now and thei! to frighten those 
who are beneath them, in order to as 
certain the true temperature of*their in* 
trepidity ; and, although young lords 
of this same manor had, as the records 
of the isle inform us, ages back, been 
given to such spirited recreations, the 
Fever-islanders, of the • generation of 
which these pages treat, werO such a 
slanderous and impudent race of people, 
that they did not scruple to condemn 
such practices openly and violently $ 
and even to go so far as to declare that 
lords of manors ought to be punished 
when they played «such tricks upon tra* 
tellers, just as thp tenants themselves 
would be, if they were to pursue such, 
caprice? to the Alarm of the cefftdfu- 
nity, # ‘ ‘ 

They half said tfius much repeatedly 
and as Narcissus, had no -great wish to 

• w * • '• 
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So abused by eveVy hedger and ditcher 
upon hts manor, although his native in¬ 
dependence made him care but very 
little what was said of him, he was right 
to conceal any propensity of this de¬ 
scription to which he was subject, if'he 
Was subject to any, an c d only to mention 
loosely and in # confidence to his fao 
telum, that he had been welt nigh 
tempted once oi* twice to venture him¬ 
self into such situations as those which 
were likely to call down upon him a 
mass of obloquy from his ill-natured 

tenantry, wfyo were too much disposed 

* * 

to be ever on fche watch to detect a 
flaw iu his character aod conduct. 

Thetlay^ passed aw/and the Journey 
drew‘nearer and nearer tcf a close. The 
resolution of Narcissus it was to reach* 
Jtfsr metropolis and his home that even- 
ang; aod as nt> .circumstances had oc- 
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cmred during this tour, to lessen his 
old antipathy to travelling 4n the dark, 
every exertion was made by the drivers 
to supersede the necessity o£,scouring 
dark, gloomy, and dangerous roads dur¬ 
ing the niglat. Notwithstanding their 
efforts, however* the sun hud gone 
down, while the travellers were yet at a 
distance of thirty miles from the place 
of their destination ; and_, although Nar¬ 
cissus felt less terrors, in consequence 
of his hourly approach to a there lively 
part of his manor, yet he could not 
entirely divest himself of #%le apprehen¬ 
sions which helcT him under controul, 
and which it is* right to hope, were 
more the result of education than of any 
bad practices; bet trembled a'little as 
the gathering clouds foretold the ap¬ 
proximation of the demon of the storm#* 

• 

H is highnesses fears, however, were in- 
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this instance void of any thing more 
than an imaginary foundation ; no trees 
appeared to impede his progress; no 
laughi*ig<peasantry stood tittering at the 
village doors to cause alarm to his sus¬ 
ceptible nftnd, for l he boors and pea* 
santryyn® he drew nearer the seat of his 
©Wn extravagance, as the Fever-islanders 
were accustomed to say, Were too poor 

and wretched, too ranch bowed down 

■* * 

by the iron hand of power add oppres¬ 
sion, too feanly fed, and too much beg* 
gaged in their scanty aesources, to shew 
generally tffa e ou indecent symptoms of 
merriment which'had In a remoter dis¬ 
trict offended the ears of the mighty 
Narcissus.' Whenever he now saw, by 
the gloomy ‘tgght whf&ft issued ffcom the 
Windows of the humble cabin, the tenant 
within, hd appeared to be leaning over 
hJl^Scanty fire, whelmed with sorrow 
fpd care ; or in other places, he might 
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witness the cottager ^trudging to his 
door with a scanty loaf of bread, under 
his arm, and half a score of ragged chiU 
dren standing on the threshold, and 
holding out their little anxiofls hands 
to supplicate the immediate relief of 
the cravings* of nature. With such 
pictures before his eyes* had Narcissus 
been of* a different temper of mind from 
what he was, he might have fallen into 
gloom and despondency, and have given 
his moments to the toil of reflection; 
he might have overstrained his nice and 
refined* intellect in devisi^| means of 
making these wretched objects less 
wretched, and, of magnifying by his qwa 
personal example air^ exertions, the 
little sam of happiness whic|i seamed to 
be the lot of those about hinSi. But, no; 
Narcissus was too wise and tqp prudent 
to rush upon unnecessary care and toil; 
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*he husbanded ftis intellectual faculties 

«» 

fpr better purposes; he loved to disse¬ 
minate joy in narrower^circles; to create 

■ 

eddies Qf pleasure round his own table 
and his own person; but to leave the ( 
,/ diffusion of general bliss to his advisers, 

* t 

f Whose business it was, ftiore than his, 
to attend to the interests of the manor. 

r f 

If we ask, what was hi$ exact province ? 
he would doubtless .answer us— w En¬ 
joyment, the great end of human exist¬ 
ence/' - 

4 

0 

It is so ^ smaller manors, parva com* 
porter^ mafnis, svheue the lord commits 
not only* Jits own, but the interests of 
all his tenantry^ some favorite steward, 
whOf*perh^ps, by flattering his piaster’s 
weaknesses^ pandering to his pleasures, 
and supplying him with the means of 
, whenever called upon for 


^dissipation 

- 
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that purpose,' has worjped himself into 
his Confidence, and rendered himself 
more necessary to^his lord, than his lord 
is to him. For a time, he continues to 
-accommodate his master with the foods 
Necessary for the promotion of all his 
disorderly views; and these he raises by 
J oppressing the tenantry, exacting from 
them more than they are able to bear, 
pursuing measures of unjustifiable ri¬ 
gour to enforce immediate payment, and 
borrowing of the more opulent upon 
usurious interest. The tenantry, pinched 
and oppressed to the lowest extreme of 
suffering, become dissatisfied^snd appeal 
from the steward to* his* lord ; but the 
latter, aware of the necessity Of keeping 
upon good terms with h*i& servant, eitheir 
lends a deaf ear to aif thecompfctiuts and 
remonstrances which are laid before 
him, or instantly refers the "matters 

*S 
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of the petiHon, /fee. to the steward him- 
«elf; who, anted with indisputable 
j>ower, and burning with rage against 
those of the tenants who have been 
hardy though to endeavour to stir up. 
Strife betwixt his master and himself, 
redoubles his cruelties and oppressions 
upon die proscribed remonstrators, pur- 
* sues them as far as be may or dare pursue, 
sanctioned by the connivance of his mas¬ 
ter himself, until at length (he poorer and 
most useful of the tenants throw up 
their farms, and seek a better landlord; 
end the richer, who have lent money 
Upon the'Waftgages of the lands, resort 
to legal measures td recover their own, 
and after a short struggle, turn out both 
the lord and hit? steward, and divide the 
manor among themselves, in discharge 
of their own debts. 

o 

* * * 

Where the analogy holds good, the 



1P7 


FIFTEEN. 

reader will *not waptl penetration to 
applj^ it: wherein it let the ovdr r 
drawing of the picture here sketched bp 

attributed more ter the wish to make it a 

• * 

finished picture in itself, than to a design 
^to make it an exact likeness of the statp 
of the manor of Fever-isle. Although * 
there may be # something pretty syno¬ 
nymous in the characteristic of the 
stewards none is intended or pretended 
in those of the lords. The author 
would not be guilty of so glaring a d^> 
viation #v from strict fact as to declare 
Narcissus to be extravagant in his ex¬ 
penditure, careless of the whence 
he derived his resources* deaf to the true 
interests, and the prayers end remon- 

r 

strances, of his tenancy; or so in¬ 
fatuated* and attached to hi%. stewards, 

® • 
as to leave it *to tfhem to reply to the 

complaints which reached him.* Nothing 
could be farther from his inteiftion than. 
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to impute anyjj thing of a vicious ten¬ 
dency to the* illustrious object his 
memoir^ Fbllies there may be, some in 
the great mass of human excellence, 
for wb© can plead an exemption from^ 
the amalgama , which nature has mixed' 
in the metalof which she made man ; but 
wherever he hath farmed a light shade 
Of folly, be £ it remembered by every 
reader, of high or low degree, whatever 
his vocation or avocation in life, that 
he only designateth it a shade of folly, 
which appeared while the powerful 
radiance of his highness*® dazzling in¬ 
tellectual rqjptkwas, for an instant absent 
from his brain ;<a vthial error , to use the 
words qf the law of the Fever-isle, when t 
classifying crimes which had nothing to 1 
dp with the heart. 4 * 

s. 4 

\ y 

But to quit digressions,, and digres* 
<siOQ&, although sometimes very neces- 



■Ji^D FIFTEEN. 109 

sary to eke out a chapte|, or 1 6 make out 
the*a*act quantity of jnatter which the 
bookseller requireth for his “ I promise 
to pay, &c.” are*as often very tedioud 
interlopers in a work, as they Stfeof a 
^contrary description. A digression is 
Sometimes an illustration, as in the in¬ 
stance which is now before the reader, 
and, in such case, it is not* liable to the 
charge of sujlerfluity, whatever may be 
said of its lediousness. The author, 
however, after escaping the Scylla of 
superfluity, lest he should get bumped 
on the Charybdis of tediousness, pro- • 

ceedeth with his story. 1 

• » 

$ 

Night had hung out a few of her 
lamps when Narcissus and Mahony 
were blessed with the sight cff the arti 4 
ficial lamps which dimly besprinkle the 
various roads into the metropolis of the 
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Fever-isle. v T^e, very sight of these 
symptoms of faotge raised the spij^ts of 
, Narcissus, as rapidly as the influence of 
a good kitchen fire would have elevated 
the ^quicksilver in one of Fahrenheit's 
thermometers. They were up at “ boil?* 

i 

ing water” in the space of sixty seconds ; 
and although they uniformly fell about 
twenty degrees every time the carriage 
passed by a dead wall, tha^ as regularly 
recovered themselves on tfcfe first glance 
of a row of lamps. 

There was a long silence between 
Narcissus tend Mahony; tor the former, 
to do him justice/ had dropped into a 
reverie about his brother, and was 

t * 

really, miratrile dictu, thinking what 
fcould begone to bring about, tne recon¬ 
ciliation which was the object of the 
*;isit of puke Ernest and bis duchess to 
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tbe Fever-isle. He fat himself in much 
perplexity upon the subject; for he stood 
committed to his brother, and must, 
therefore, go through the business with 
him, at any risks, while ther^was the 
slightest possibility of effecting the ul¬ 
timate end. At the same time, he was 
far from wishing; to quarrel with his 
mother. He knew her temper too well, 
to wisli for any dispute; for it was 
impossible* to calculate the probable 
consequences of a falling out. No cal¬ 
culation could embrace them, for they 
must depend entirely upon the caprices 
of the moment. The dudtess might in 
a fit of spleen anti arfger, make those 
discoveries of a family nature which 
she would be the last to divulge, while 
under\he influence of righ # fc*reason, but 
which ^vere vfery likely to escape from 
her when right reason happened to be 
dozing or absent from her post. She 
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might adopt 1 expressions which might 
get abroad; and well he knew thafeif 
half hints only got wind, and reached 
the ears of the tenantry, there were never 
wan ting ^persons to fan -the flame they 
made, to fill up the deficiencies upon 
the ear, and to make a plausible and 
most mischievous stor# out of very raw 
and very scanty materials. All this 
occurred to his mind at the same mo¬ 
ment, and so suspended hft determi¬ 
nation that he could not come to any 
resolution as to his future conduct. He 
shuffled and shuffled about upon his 
seat, to no ysirpose, and at length the 
effervescence of *his feelings produced 
an ejaculation — “ Wliat the devil shall 
'Ido?” 

* 

Mahony, in the mean time, had fallen 

44 from .thought to thought,” uadi'at 

length he caught fast by the image of 
# * 
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Mikael; when imagination began im¬ 
mediately to run riot in the pictures 
which she drew*of future enjoyment, 

. Yet even pleasure brought a parjgjvith 
w *t; for the expence at which the plea¬ 
sure was to be purchased came glaring 
upon his mind, anil dimmed the lustre 
of anticipated happiness: * Mahony was 
an economist, and loved to have his 
pleasures gr&tis; and herein he imitated 
his master, who, actuated by the samQ 
principle, doubtless, had consigned* 
pretty Milabel over to Mahony, in order 
to get rid of the cost of*<naintaining 
.and finding het necessary apparel, 

# employment, &c. This thought had just 
struck Mahony, and it raised a conflic- 
tion in Ivs bosom of a mos1> desperate 
nature. « Avarifce a&vised him to jeturn 
the present of his master, and save his 
money. Th# love of pleasure persuaded. 
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him to use her fpr a little time, an£ then 
to copy Narcissus, and to transfer her to 
a meaner possessor: * and the latter 
thoFigbt pleased him so well that he bad 
quite recovered from his momentary 
dejection, and was again under the 
influence of cheerfylness, when the— 
** What the devil shall I do ?” of Nar¬ 
cissus, came loudly upon his ear. 


Mahony stared for a moment, but did 
** not venture to reply instantly. After 
giving himself a few moments pause, 
however, $>£ reflection, he determined 
to avail himself of his usual privilege of 
speech, knd^had accordingly turned him¬ 
self half round upon his seat, and was 
just on the point of making some kind 
enquiry into the cause of hi?, master’s 
troubles and perplexities, when the car- 
" riage suddenly stopped and put an end 
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to his intentions; and in a moment a 
valet opened the door of the vehicle, 
wheji the amazed* travellers, with no 
small astonishment perceived that tjjjey 
vtere at home. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

c 

A peep into domestic life % ”and a view of nothing 
extraordinary — The terrors of a husband , and 
the dissatisfaction of a wifi—Tenderness re • 
buked, and a little spaiUe of manhood which 
glimmers and grows prodigiously—The benefi¬ 
cial effects of manliness—Domestic harmony, 

and a new conquest, 

« « 

r 

> • 

*■ ft 

. * 

The time which elapsed betwixt the 
^dispatching the messenger to Narcissus, 
and the arrival of the latter, was devoted 
by Duke Ernest to shew to his wife 
the various curiosities, and objects wor¬ 
thy of notice, which were to be found 
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in the ^metropolis of the .Fever-isle; 

partly, perhaps, out of pure affection, 
and partly to keep her highuess’s temper 
at peace ; for he justly feared thpt too 
milch leisure would naturally enS^gh 
leave her so much opportunity to mould 
apd elicit reproaches, that he had much 
reason to fear the consequences which 
might accrue. He accordingly made 
great professions of tenderness, talked 
largely of the pleasures which were to 
be found in tfie island, and concluded 
* with proposing that she would accom¬ 
pany him*to see the performance of one 
of the productions of the ryost ingenious 
poet which the island had^ produced, 
and which was just on the point of com¬ 
mencing at the time hemadejtbe pro-^ 
posal. 

* « 

The duchess assented to the "request 
of her spousa~-“ Hot,” said she, “*tb*t 
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I anticipate any particular gratification 
from-a visit to your theatre; for I do but 
insufficiently enter into the spirit of your 

i 

language; but it will assist to beguile 
the tune, until your brother Narcissus 
may be able either to come in person, 
or tosend an answer to the dispatch you 
have just forwarded to him. “ Pray when 
is it likely that he will be able to receive 
add to answer it ?'’ 


<c In eight and forty hours, my love, 
at the furthest,” replied the' duke.. 
w Perhaps f within less time than that 
we may see hijn, for I have directed the 
man to travel through the night, so great 
is my anxiety to give pleasure to my 
charmer: to her who is the sole source 

* * t n 

and centre of all my earthly joy.” 

u Eaftfaly nonsense 1” exclaimed the 
^ttcheis-** 44 Don’t be always thinking 



ill) 


FIFTEEN, 


119 


W 

of such jrtufF, Ernest; but, if you have 
any brains, which I am very much* in¬ 
clined to doubt, do prithee employ them 
in inventing some mode or other^by 
which we may succeed in bringing 
your mother round into a good hu¬ 
mour. Do you thinjc I can have any 
enjoyment in this manor, when I recol¬ 
lect that she who is at the head of it, 
shuts her doors in my face, and will 
neither notice me herself, nor recom¬ 
mend to the principal persons who are 
about' her to notice me? Didn’t you 
’deceive me at first; and havp you not 
deceived me again, when^ou prevailed 
on me to come over here by*telling mu 
a pack of nonsense, about what you 
could do tfjth your’mother, wjien you* 
could introduce me to'her!” 


* 


Her highness was now touching upon 
that string which ®f ail ptbenr, Duke. 
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Ernest had wished and studied tQ avoid* 
He determined, therefore, to get rid of 
the subject as soon ai he possibly could, 
florae •foresaw nothing but a tremendous 
storm, unless he could find out some 
ready means to divert its progress— 
“ I have not, my dearest love,” said he, 
taking out his watch—“ indeed, I have 
not deceived you ; and time Vill shew 
you that I am all truth and affection. 

„ But we must be going; you will scarcely 
have leisure to change your dress. Let: 
me recommend it to you to make as 
much speed as*you can. We have not ’ 
an instant to Jose, and I must go and 
give a few orders about a little business, 
and direct the carriage to be at the 
.door.” cWhile he was speaking, the 
.dilke had crept sideways towards the 
^daibr, in order to facilitate his egress, 
and just as he had finished his speech, 
kissing his hand to the duchess, he has* 


( 
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tiipy ^opened it; and with one motion 
much more rapid than graceful, suc¬ 
ceeded in extricating himself from a 
situation very uncongenial to hfst'feel- 
• ings. 


“ Mercy on me \ v internally ejaculated 
the duchess, as Ernest closed the door 
after him—“ sure never was poor un¬ 
happy woman more likely to be plagued 
out of her senses by a stupid husband 
than I am by mine: I am in a pretty 
situatiop truly. Here, like a great bear 
in the woods, I have already contrived 
to drive away my spousy, who, I'll he 
bound for him, in another month will 
tremble at the very sight of me as much 
as he would at stepping into .the vi^y.of 
a crocodiJe, or a tiger, or an elephant. 
Well, well, J shall be able to jule him, 

that is at least one comfortable reflec-* 
' *. • • * 
tion ; and navingf found out this % secret, 

vjol. in. 


c 
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I shall be able to have my own waybill 
every thing. Shall I«be happy then ? 
I fear not; for life is but a listless sort 
of a thing, if there is no contradiction in 
it. How I should have preferred to 
have met with a man, who could have 


hectored, and blustered, and opposed my 
wishes now and then, just in. order to 
have exercised my feelings# little. Then 

I could have stormed, and stamped, and 

* 

cried a little now and then, until 1 had 
gained my own way ; and there ^would 
have been ^ pleasure in the victory; but 
always to be tied /ip to a twig, which 
bends just as 3011 bend, and gives no 
scope for the ex’ercise of your strength. 


oh ! it is p sickening iot, and if Heaven, 


whb took away my other two husbands 
to another world, would but favpr me 


once mol-e, I should feel myself but little 
the wotse for my loss^ 


1 
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•Thus were the reflective faculties of 
the duchess employed for some minutes 
after Duke Ernest had left the room, 
• and the same train of thought hernigh- 
*ness* carried with her to her dressing- 
room, when she went to dress herself to 
accompany her husband to the theatres; 
till by the time she was fully] prepared to 
make her ajjpearance, she had reflected 
herself into a very critical kind of hu¬ 
mour, of which it must have been abso¬ 
lutely, necessary to have given the duke 
a gentle- hint, to prevent the harmony 
of the evening from being disturbed, had 
not her highness herself, by .her very 
> manner of giving her husband her pocket 
handkerchief to carry to the coach, suf¬ 
ficiently Earned higi of the State of her 
disposition towards him and ^11 about 
her. 

# , « ' 

For some minutes, a cfead silence eu- 

g 2 
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sued the starting of the carriage. "It 
was that kind of calm which is as much 
to be feared as the storm ; and the duke 
felt so aliened during the whole of its 
continuance, that he dealt pretty boun¬ 
tifully in self-reproach, because he had 
beSt so unfortunate'as to propose this 
trip of pleasure, and did not rafher pre¬ 
fer to meet her reproaches^at home, to 
the double disappointment which seemed 
now to stare him in the face. 

• 

rt My love \” at length his highness 
ventured to explain}, and handed to Jiis 
duchess a pottle of tftto of roses, in a 
gold case, with*all the grace he could 

pommand. 

* 

Them was something very tnelting in 
the airtfnd manner of his highness as he 
performed this act of gallantry, which 
wa^s admirably adapted to appease the 
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afigty workings of the female breast; 
for although Duke Ernest had not par¬ 
ticularly studied the art of engaging the 
fair sex, he could by dint of great*exer¬ 
tion assume one of those interesting 
glances, and* that tone of sentimental 
tenderness, which are alfaost sure to 
find th^ir way to the heart. Yet he 
failed in this instance ; all his interest, 
and sentiment, and tenderness, could not 
succeed in tranquillizing the perturba¬ 
tion which racked the mind of his 
duchess. 

• . • 

She did not put aside the bottle with 
a correspondent grace and gentleness; 
nor in a twin toqe of tenderness, did she 
decline # the intended favor#* No, # there 
was neither conciliation in her manner, 
nor honey in her voice, ^vhen she 

knocked the devoted otto of roses out 

* # • 

ot his hand, and fiercely exclaimed— 
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“ Away with your trash, I despise borfj 
it and you. Give me a man of vigour, 
and soul, and spirit, who dare try to 
govetftt me, and none of your white- 
livered sort.” 

A flash of lightning could not more 
completely have struck poor Duke Er¬ 
nest, nor Priestley’s huge electrifying 
machine have more perfectly electric 
fied his highness, than did this uncour- 
teous retort. In vain did he rack and 
puzzle his brain to discover of what 
offence he had been guilty against the 
sacrednesiof beauty ; and it is but strict 
justice to hfltn to declare, that upon 
searching Over all the tablets of his 
memory, fie found t nothing iecorded 
against him. He then began to digest 
the termswof the repulse — 46 Give me a 
,&c. Reason immediately whis^ 
pefed in his ear that he was by much 
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top yielding a spouse; that he was too 

pliant and complaisant, and thus had 

laid the foundation of the contempt witH 

which he had been treated. He then 
, . 1 ^ 
b began to recal to mind instances where 

females had been brought to reason by a 

■ 

little wholesome severity and vigour of 
conduct, and that husbands, who like 
rushes/might be bent and twisted any 
way, were* only fit subjects for the 
ridicule of their fellow-creatures. The 
duke could command a tolerable degree* 

of firmness upon a pinch ; and the more 

* . 

he considered this matter, the more he 
felt convinced of the ^urgent necessity 
of having recourse to all hi£ stoqk in the 
present instance. He, accordingly, 
picked # up the bottle, whiqji was pre* 
served £rom injury, by its case; and 
putting it into his pocket w 4 th the ut¬ 
most coolness and compos life imaging 
able, his *highness calpriy pulled down 
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one of the glasses of the carriage/ and 
putting his head out at the window, 

ordered the coachman to turn about, 

< 

and return home. 

There was something decisive in the 
tone of his voice as he gave this order; 
and as the coachman was turning about 
the carriage to obey, by the glare of the 
lamps, which came full in at the win¬ 
dows, the duchess obtained a full view 
*of the countenance of her husband, 
which presented to her a scene at once 
as novel, as it was astonishing and 
alarming to her. For the first time since 
she had been married, she began to sus¬ 
pect that there was something like firm¬ 
ness in the character of the man to w hom 
she was united; and totally at a loss 
was she tQ know in what tnanner she 
could conduct herself on the occasion. 
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# Not a single word had Duke Ernest 
spoken, since he had delivered his com¬ 
mands to the coachman, but having re¬ 
closed the window of the vehicle, had 
thrown himself back on *the seat, and 
lapsed into a profound reverie. One 
moment he felt himself half inclined to 
make another advance of a tender de^ 
scriptitfn, and gave way to something 
like a feelhig of compunction for the 
momentary harshness of manner into 
which he had been betrayed by intem¬ 
perate feelings ; then again would the 
taunting words of the duchess recur to 
his memory, and •affection would take 
flight, and stern resolution assume her 
seat. After he had paused, however, 

' for some time, 5 nd reflected and pgn- 
dered, and pondered and reflected again, 
he -came exactly to the same point 
whence he* had set out, and # at the ter¬ 
mination *>f his* fit of pegitatioir, found 
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himself just in the same state of per¬ 
plexity and irresolution as he was in at 
the moment he had spoken to the 
driver, 


In the mean time, rage, astonishment, 
and grief, by turns, swayed the feelings 
of the ducheSs. Every thing appeared 
like a dream; she could not Convince 
herself that all this was real, that sucb a 
wonderful change could be the effect of 
a moment. She must have been the 


victim of delusion ; he had been affect- 
ing a character which did not belong to 
him, and had put on the mask of ten¬ 
derness and pliancy only for the purpose 
of fathoming her disposition ; and now 


that he had discovered that it was by 
n opposite behaviour that she was to 
made'a good wife, he was about to 
j®throw dft all disguise, and to appear be¬ 
fore herns he veallv was. The more she 


4 
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reflected, the more she* felt Satisfied that 
tKis \vas the case, and she was now at a 
loss how to conduct herself, so as nof tb 
loSe his confidence and affection, fbr it 

# was evident to herself that she liked hith 

# the.better for the discovery of his new 
character of firmness. After Consider¬ 
ing for some minifies whether she Should 
storm pr reproach him, she abandoned 
both designs as fruitful in danger; and, 
applying her handkerchief to her eyes, 
burst into tears, and sobbed audibly. 

This was a most severe and masterly 
attack upon DukeJErnest, who sat and 
repented most bitterly within himself 
of the rashness of which he* accused 

. himself; yet a feeling of shame tied his 
tongue,* and he still remained gilent, 
until hTs spouse, her stock of patience 
and hope* almost entirely exhausted, 

# with a vojee broken by jsobs and appa- 


i 
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rent anguish, stammered—“ To what 
am I to attribute this insult ? Was I 
then brought away from my own land, 
and kidnapped into this Fever-isle, in 
order that, at a distance from my rela¬ 
tions whose vengeance you dreaded, you 
might behave to me with as much inso¬ 
lence aS you "please ? Oh, I am the 
most unhappy woman that ever was 
born! Would to God that I had died 
with my last husband, and not have 
subjected myself to this most vile treat¬ 
ment !” 

Any other nvann&r of address might 
have effected*a change in the duke, and 
won him over to kindness and repent¬ 
ance ; in short, might have undone all 
which his paroxysm of determination 

had done \ but the words of the duchess 
) 

served rather to increase than diminish 
the resolution'of her spouse,'who, in a 
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voicejof less kindness than he had ever 
before adopted towards her, replied— 

f 

Madam, I am *only seeking to gratify 
your own wish. You despised me 
• when 1 was always pliant and affection¬ 
ate, and desired a spouse of spirit who 
would learn to govern you. I shall, by 
changing my character, • endeavour to 
merit your esteem.'* 

The duchess now perceived that she 
had gone too far, and had too much pre¬ 
sumed upon the softness of the charac¬ 
ter of her husband. She even began to 
suspect that, instetftl 6& being the kind 
assiduous lover, she should flow begin 
to behold him an obstinate and deter¬ 
mined tyrant, and her fears fpr the pro¬ 
bable consequence* of her own folly 
wrought so much upon her fedings, that 
Jhalf in earnest, and half with a view to e 
put her hilsband*s affeeiitm and fesolu- 
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tion to a mote determined trial* she 
gave a sort of smothered shriek, in a 
tone scarcely intelligible, murmured— 
“ open the window for air!” and imme¬ 
diately fell back in the carriage. 

What shall I do now ? thought the 
duke, again lapsing into penitence for 
his hasty anger, and putting his arms 
about her at the same time, to en¬ 
deavour to restore her to herself. The 
duchess was not so far gone as not to 
notice the attentions of her husband; 
and, for an 'instant, she felt inclined to 
repel them with every symptom of ap¬ 
parent contempt, but prudence stepped 
* 

in in time to prevent her from falling 
into too common amerror, and, instead 

C t 

of <shewirig indignation, she" called a 
-flood of, tears - to her aid, and pressing 
hand of Ernest to ber lips, excjaim. 
iP, in a tender and V very impassioned 

+ 4 * 
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tone—“ You know, Erhest, # you know 
I love you !” 

• 

The triumph was hers from ^his mo- 
B 'ment: had the duke been gifted with 
a ten times larger share of vigour and 
resolution than what he possessed, all 
must have vanished at this soft.confes¬ 
sion. It was more than she had ever 
said to him since they had been united ; 
and although he congratulated himself 
upon having extorted the expression by 
means of his sternness, he was too short¬ 
sighted 'to see the enchantment with 
which he had suffered these magic 

words to encircle bis reason* In a fit 

• ® « 

of rapture, he immediately clasped the 
duchess to his breast, and half smother¬ 
ing heF with caresses, he repfied—V By 
heaven, my dearest angel, I, was too 
much of a*novice to discovert before, 
but your confession of yojjr love, #t this ’ 
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moment, has made me, from the most 
miserable, the happiest of mankind.” 

«* 

<f And won’t you tell the coachman 
to drive back again to the theatre ?'* 
asked the duchess, in a tone of doubt 
and tenderness mured—“ Or* if you 

i 

wish it, Ernest, I will give up my in¬ 
tention ; although 1 confess that, as we 
did set out to be amused a little—yet, 
never mind, it is my duty to consult 
yotfr pleasure.” 

* 

“ Drive back to the theatre !” said 
the duke, putting his head out at the 
window, and calling to the coachman, 
who, muttering an inaudible curse or 
two, at the whimsical disposition of his 
master and mistress, and speculating a 
little upon the possible cause of this 
k * fluctuation of opinion, turned his horses, 
n and returned*' 
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• Tiheve was nothing particularly strik¬ 
ing in the performance ; but the dubhess 
had .gained her eftd and was satisfied. 
She had built no expectation of amuse¬ 
ment from the theatre ; but the moment 
she found her husband ordering the 
coachman to turn homewards, nothing 
would have equalled hef disappoint¬ 
ment, had she been compelled to go 
without havihg a peep at what was 
going forward; and the success of her 
operations against the determination of 
Duke Ernest had given her a degree of 
pleasure which it was impossible for 
any scenic representations, however 
.novel, or however excellent, fo .equal. 
In this temper of mind, she contented 
herself with gazing for a few.moments 

4 f * 

upon-the tenantry, some of whom jJaid 
her marks of respect which, being con- 
•sidered as due homage, communicated 
no pleasure* and then, addressing h'erself 
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to her spouse, informed him that she 
was perfectly at his disposal, whenever 
he might feel an inclination to quit the 
place.« 

• 

The journey homewards, and the rest 
of the evenipg passed in mutual harmo¬ 
ny, for Duke Ernest was no more dis¬ 
posed to offer any thing like contradic¬ 
tion to the duchess, while she appeared 
in her present condescending apd affec¬ 
tionate disposition ; while she, on the 
other hand, was still too much pleased 
with her vibtory, to feel any inclination 
to make a nc.w attack upon her hus¬ 
band's patience, and each indulging in 
self-gratuiatiGn for imagined victory, 
froth went to bed j t n good humour. 

« ^ i 

The morning dawn found the happy 

* 

% P#ir stiSl enjoying their victory over 
each* other, and when the duke, after 
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breakfast, in treated permission to escort 
his spouse to view all that was tfortfa 
seeing at a large public institution, ap¬ 
propriated for the reception of all the 
soience and valuable literature of the 
manor, which has, at great pains and 
cost, been accumulated, she assented 
with a graceful readiness * which* gave 
her husband new cause to congratulate 
himself for the events of the preceding 
evening, which had already produced 
him a larger share of happiness than he 
had previpusly enjoyed since the morn¬ 
ing of their marriage. 

. Duke Ernest, in the progress* of this 
journey, and by his endeavours to ex¬ 
plain evesy object at the institution 
which wasp worthy of notice, made gr'eat 
way in the good graces of the duchess, 
wjio began to think that the little spark 
and effervescence df spirifrfthich hg had 
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displayed on the preceding even ; ng*had 
shed a strong light over his character, 
by means of which she had discovered 
a great many perfections in his min # d, 
of which she had hitherto been igno¬ 
rant; and, in consequence of this dis¬ 
covery, she began to improve in her 
opinion of his qualifications to appear 
to some advantage, in the character of a 
husband. Now and then, it is true, the 
affair of the insurrection at Tzell would 
rise upon her recollection, and create a 
momentary feeling of contempt, but the 
impression soon wore away, when the 
more recent 'display of determination 
and vigour shot across her mind, and 
established the claims of her husband 

*10 the title of a man of some soirit. 

% 

* 

The whole of the day witnessed no¬ 
thing but the reciprocation of kindness, 
and even the 'subject! of their mother's 
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dbslinr*cy, 'which was revived at the 
dinner-table, brought with it n6 re¬ 
proaches, to tli-c £reat gratification of 
Frnest, who was so elated at this‘happy 
change in his domestic life, that he in¬ 
dulged in the most copious libations of 
wine, and drank tq such excess, that 
when his valet entered the "apartment to 
announce the arrival of Narcissus, after 
several violent, but totally ineffectual 
attempts to rise from his chair and quit 
the room, he was compelled to sur¬ 
render to. his wife the duty of receiving 
his^ brother, and introducing herself. 
The cfuchess, however, acquitted herself 
.with such inimitable" grace-in‘the per¬ 
formance of these duties, and apologiz¬ 
ed in suqh a winning manner, for the 

.t 9 ‘ 

transitory#indisp6sition of her husba'nd, 
that Narcissus was pierced to Ae heart 
"in twenty places, before she had got 
through her apology; and when he at- 
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tempted to make a suitable reply tc> her 
highness, cut much such a sorry figure 
as his brother Ernest wouid have done 
had he been able to command the i^se 
of his legs sufficiently to have given his 
brother the meeting; while Mahony, 
who stood close behind his master, and, 
plainly enough saw the deep impression 
which the duchess had made upon the 
feelings of Narcissus, tittered within 
himself, as he anticipated the new in¬ 
trigue which instantly suggested itself 
to his fancy, as likely to arise out of 
this new importation of foreign beauty 
atid perfection^ ' ' 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


An interview with an illustrious petsonage, and 
its unfortunate termination — A new proposition, 
the result of imperious circumstances—-Narcissus 
undertaketh to 9 tranquillize the duchess , with 
some account of the manner m which he went to 
work, and succeeded—A good deal about nothing 
• at all. • 


The arrival of >Jarci?sus perfected 
4 he apparent harmony between ‘Duke 
Ernest and his wife, more especially as 
his highness expressed his deteftnination 
instantly to proceed in his endeavours 
to bring abojit that reconciliation so 
fervently desired by all parties. The 
d # uchess heiself'was much’ taken by the 
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attentions which the brother of her hus¬ 
band took every opportunity of paying to 
her, by the soft streafn of flatteries which 
he to6k occasion continually to pour into 
her ear, and perhaps more than all, by the 
evident rank and power which he pos¬ 
sessed, and the hpmage which seemed 
to be offered as due incense to him from 
all quarters. 

Narcissus, in the mean time, did not 
suffer a moment to escape unimproved. 
He assailed the ear and heart of the 
duchess incessantly, scarcely allowing 
her time to breathe betwixt his attacks, 
until he was compelled to part from her 
for the evening^ when he ventured to 
•steal a .salute which was scarcely cold 
enough to be quite brotherly, and which 
fhe susceptible penetration of the du¬ 
chess instantly as it was received, placed 
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lo the.very-account for which it was In¬ 
tended.* 

% 

On the following morning, Natcissus 
&pd Ernest went together to the Duchess 
of Whelps, determined to make one 
vigorous attack upop her feelings, and 
to bring forward all their battering train 
of arguments, to compel her to quit the 
strong hold of obduracy and anger, be¬ 
hind which she had entrenched herself 
and from which so many unsuccessful 

attempts had, from time to time, been 

* 

to dislodge her, or to force her to 
surre&dgi* her prejudices, o 

« 

The duchess was at home when they 
arrived, and was budiiy engagedjn read-, 
ing a lecture upon otfedience to Lady 
Charlotte, when the servant, as he had 
been instructed by Narcissus, announced 
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his arrival alone, lest the ‘Coupling of 
his nanje with Ernest, might produce an 
effect hostile to their views. 


Much surprized as she was at the visit. 
'6f her son, whom she had imagined to be 
at a great distance, the difhhess in¬ 
stantly ordered him to be admitted, and 
hastily advancing to meet Ifim, with 
something of surprize and alarm upon 
her countenance, was about to enquire 
jnto the reason of this very sudden re¬ 
turn, when the sight of Ernest, stepping 
jnto the room behind his brother, effi¬ 
ciently explained* the meanirtg, * $qd 
placed at once a check upon her tongue. 
Her highness upon this discovery, con¬ 
sented herself with exclaiming—“ How 
is "this, Narcissus^ This is a visit al- 

t 

together unexpected, I had almost said, 
unwelcome.” 
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• Nay,* mother,” said Narcissus, ad¬ 

vancing, and taking the hand of tiis mo¬ 
ther—“ let us Have an end put to all 
family quarrels. I have travelled many 
»<a mile'since yesterday morning to bring 
about a reconciliation; Ernest is sorry 
to have offended you ; and his wife is 
most anxious to be received by your 
highness. If I have any influence with 
you, you milstnOt turn a deaf ear to my 
mediation. Ernest, do you speak for 
yourself.” 

*7 

M Upon this,-Ernest advanced towards 
li^Wother, and, bfindi^g one knee to 
r the ground, was about to take tier hand, 
when the duchess drawing out her snuff 
box, at gight of whTch Narcissus lifted 
up both Jhis hands, began to bespdtter 
her nose with such extraordiif&ty vio- 
- Jence, that * nearly two thirds of the 4 
powder feM upon* poor Ernest, who at- 
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letnpted In vain to commence on ha¬ 
rangue.* After sneezing about a dozen 
times, he, at length succeeded in• eli¬ 
citing “** My dear mother fa nutate) 
God knows my heart fa sneeze) I trnly 
honour my parents fa sneeze) and have 
never been happy (a sneeze) since I 
offended you, my dear mother fa sneeze). 
Do pray extend your forgiveness to me, 
for, indeed, I am very fa eneeze) peni¬ 
tent ; and you may believe me, so is 
my dear duchess”— 

" Don't mention her name,” kite*- 
fupted the fuming' duchess — c ‘ do;/* 
mention her name to me; for I will 
not hear a single word about her. I 
*bgte her* and * bate you, Ernest; 

I am determined to 1 hate every body 
that speaks to me in your favor/ I’ll 
teach my women to swear, on purpose 
that they shbnld J* No, I won’t do 
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•thatj.but l will not allow your name to 
be mentioned to me. And as /or your 
wife. Sir, you fasfd better take her back 
agam to the country you had h&r from, 

• and stay there with her if you please % 
for you know you hare been deceiving 
me ; you have broken your engagements 
with me; for you were nof to come near 
me, to plague and perplex me. You 
have noregafd for me, but you want to 
drive irte out of the world, I see you do. 
And, as for you, Narcissus, / desire y $4 
will never come tome upon this bus*jrag 
m*y more, orelse you and I eball’Wfc 
our horses ‘together again, I'll 
warrant you," 


As th$ duchess*sa|l this, she whisked 
out of the apartment, leaving the two 
brothers stupified with astonishment and 
(jisappointment, neither of them being 
aj>le or inclined for some* rime, to,‘break 
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the silence which succeeded, .> until 
Ernest v nsing from his knees, and com¬ 
mencing with a most etaphatic maledic¬ 
tion against the snuff, in a tone scarcely 
less rhetorical and pathetic, looking at 
his brother, exclaimed — (i What the 
devil are we to do, now ?” 

n f 

x 

“ I have done all in my power, Er¬ 
nest/' replied Narcissus, “ to restore 
the old lady to f good humour, but it is 
all to no purpose; and I see very plainly 
that the more we plague and pester her 
while her feelirigs are irritated upon the" 
subject, so mu£h the farther shafts C 
be from gaining the object we seek after. 
Another plan must be hit upon; and, 
if* you will take \*ny advice, the best 
measure appears to *be f&r you and your 
wife to have a residence fitted up for 
you, ancl there to remain, and make 
yoursfcjves cotnfbrtablfi for the presen*. 
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•until.the heat of the business may have 
blown over a little, and then we will all 
look out fora fit ©pportupity of renewing 
the subject, when circumstances-shall be 
».so changed as to render success more 
certain." 

% 

“ My dear brother," replied Ernest— 
“ I will*conduct myself in every way as 
you would *wish me. But my wife— 

my wife—I dare not talker what"—— 

• * 

\ 

* 

“ Leave her to me, Ernest,” answered 
Narcissus—We will now return home, 
•mb i will ins tan Uy s^e her, and open 
the subject to her, inform her of the ill 
success of our journey, advise with her 
‘ oif the mode of procedure I have pointed 
out to ^you; and»xlepend hpon me, I 
will not leave her until I hpve talked 
.her into a good humour. 1 don’t think 
there is jnuch obstinacy delineated in 
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the form and contour of her face. .Leave 
her to"me # Ernest*” 

c 

0 

Duke Ernest was to the full as much 

• 

pleased at the prospect of his own escape 
from the perilous task of communicating 

to the duchess the failure of their visit. 

< 9 

and the new 'schemes which must now 
be projected and executed, as Narcissus 
was at the idea of being left with the 
beautiful young wife of his brother 
t£te d t&U> to pour into her not unwilling 

ear some of his tender tales, and to try 

< 

to wind himself into her affection. 1 he • 
author doth nof, mean to insinuate 4 h^t 
Narcissus- entertained any designs be¬ 
yond those of snatching a sweet kiss 
occasionally or a tond pressure of the 
hand. She was the wife of hie brother, 
find the reader is cautioned to keep in 
mind, whkt he was informed in a pre¬ 
ceding, chapter,, that Narcissus was bv 
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no means a man of viqps; that bis were 
• only.errors or shades of follies, &c. eon* 
sequeutly that although he nyglit wish 
nqw and then to be a little foolish with 
the duchess, he never could Have had 

i * 

.it for a moment, in contemplation to 
have been vicious, Ernest knew full 
well the depth 9f the honour of Nar- 
cissus, and, therefore, he felt not a 
momenVs hesitation in entreating him 
to hold a tMe a tiie with his wife, being 
well satisfied that though the interview 
lasted a month, nothing could coma 

of it. 

*> s 

< -The agreement being*entered into and 
ratified, the two brothers aped their way 
~ back to the residence of Narcissus, where 
the duchess stilt |^mained # most anx¬ 
iously expecting the issue of the ■nego¬ 
tiation. The moment she «saw them 
- efiter the‘room, her highness rushed 
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towards her r Ernest, and demanded, in 
an eager voice, how the matter had, tes* * 
xninated ?< tf My brother has taken it 
upon hrpself to inform you of the 
whole,"* answered Ernest; ie and as I 
have promised him ample opportunity, 

I shall make two or three morning calls, 
and not return home until the hour of 
dinner.'* 

c 

Narcissus seated himself upon the sofa 
by the side of the duchess, and took her 
hand in his. “ My dearest sister," said 
he, and then he raised the hand which 
he held to his lips, and imprinted a kiss 
upon the back pf it,* while the dftches^ 
made not l thp slightest effort to with¬ 
draw it from his grasp. u My dearest 
sister,” his highneqte resumed—“ Who- 
ever'slights you in this manor, my house 
and my arms—I mean, my heart will be 
ever open^o receive you." 
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The duchess pressed rf the hand of Nar< 
•cissus in ‘return, as she asked —Am I 
to understand from your hjgh ness’s 
wo/ds that your toother will no£?” 

■ 

*. M Name her no more, sweet creature,” 
said Narcissus, and he placed his right 
hand on her shoulder. “ Do not let 
her resentments hare the ^owe^to hurt 
so charging a being. You and Ernest 
imist have £ residence fitted up, and live 
comfortably, and leave it to time to work 
upon the old lady, and time will bring 
her round; when you leave off seeking 
her, she will,, bye and bye, come after, 
y/ui. And. then you jnust come and 
visit me, my charming sister, and I shall 
^come very frequently *to see you, and 
* W€? shall {>e very l^ppy, if^we try # to. 
make eagh other so? What a handsome 
ear-iing, sister ! M 
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c 

; And then (bearm of Narcissusslidedme- 
' chanically round the neck of the duchess* 
and completely encircled it, while she* 
without affecting to notice the circum* 
stance, £ answered— 44 Your highness's 
goodness more than counterbalances the 
nnkindness of your mother. Yes, I 
shall still hope to be happy, if you coun* 
tenance and visit us. But I hope your 
visits will not be stiff and forih&l, and 
made seldom; for that, your highness, 
will not look very affectionate.” * 

44 No, Bweet creature, my visits shall 
be as often as you like, and as free from 
stiffness and formality as you please,; 
for 1 declare J shall not be happy any 

where else. Bui, don’t tell Ernest all I 

» * 

say to you. Tell Aim I will visit and 
encourage him ; but don’t sav to frkn, 

, everyl&ord I tell you, sweet charmea. 
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Such was the reply of Na^iasus ; and * 
awhe made it, he essayed a slight violence 
to draw the duchess nearer to hijpi' Her 
highness saw his drift, and feeling no re* 
luctance to encourage the effusions of 
• brotherly affection, gave way to his 
movement, and, most readily fell for* 
ward, until her he$d dropped upon his 
shoulder, and her face felKnto collision 
with that of his highness, who, taking 
advantage or the circumstance, pressed 
his lips most ardently to those of the 
duchess. 


l!ne situation was. most tender ami 
crtical; and if it b&d chanced that, in¬ 
stead of Narcissus, a gay young seducer 
rhad beef there, the author would by bo 
means hl^g answered for the con 
quebces J^but bis highness was An mdi- 
viclual, although of tried gallantry, of 
Jbrifd honour* and virtue also, ahd would 



-.158 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

i 

( 

•’ not for worlds, ^ave encouraged a single 

thought which was really and genuinely 

impure., The author supposeth that the 

reader will naturally be anxious to kpow 

what fallowed the scene above mention- 

» 

ed and described: he professeth not 
to satisfy idle and impatient curiosity 
at the sacrifice of trpth ; and*, therefore, 
dtfclareth thdht he knoweth of nothing, 
save and except that'by the weight and 
pressure of the arm upon ‘the kerchief 
which half hid and half discovered the 
pretty alabaster neck of the duchess it 
was discomposed ; but not a tittle of mis¬ 
chief was done, to his knowledge. And 
if the reader w^shefti to be informedL if 
any other* part of the beautiful dress of 
her highness suffered disorder, he can 
^ojily answer that ^very wrinjili and fold 
neraained {n its original state* as Jfbr a& 
he knoweth, 
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<c And you will come an<j see me/ 1 * 
sftid h$r highness, after a pause of about 
eighteen minutes, and laying a particular 
emphasis on the word me” 

., 66 If there be truth in heaven, I will,” 
answered Narcissus, and his hands re¬ 
mained folded across each other, with all 
the frigid stoicism of a philc4ophej?. “If 
there be light on earth, I will come and 
see thee,” resumed his highness, “ and 
strive to compensate in some measure, 
for my mother’s unkindness.” 

“"'You will compensate for all un* 

% 

• kit?dne$k, if you come,” answered the 
duchess—“for I shall alwj^ys-be most 
.happy to receive and entertain you.” 

■ V * v r 

Njarcissjus did not reply for sopie time, 
sordid he smile, nor did his*armsre- 
jgoye from thfeirstoical position.* Surely 



160 EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

r t 

* * r 

somethings must have occurred to work 
this sudden change from extreme h^gt, 
to extreme cold : there was no venation 
in the atmosphere; and there was a good 
fire in the room. Had any thing oc¬ 
curred ? methmks I hear some quizzical 
and most curious quid nunc cry out* 
To which I answer—* 4 No, nothing at 

til.” * > 

r 

“ l must go and finish my tour; I 
shall go away again to-morrov^ but I 
shall soon return/' said Narcissus* and 
instead of looking on one side, he looked 
at the ground* 

c 

** Yetn absence will seem long," re. 
plied the duchess, and she laid her hand 
on his arijo, as shc^pdke, as W?ere, with 
A view to make thte ica press i/wi deeper, 
gut, wonderful to tell, her highness’a 
'hand retrained just where she had placed 
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it* Narcissus neither offered to take it, 

nor to touch it, hit arms remained 'cross* 

§ 

ed, and be seemed no more moved by 
the approximation of beauty, thair a wall 
.qf brick is at the approach of a stone 
sent by the hand of a mischievous child. 

“ I shan’t be gone a monfn,” sajd Nar¬ 
cissus, after a long pause; aWT at the 
same time, hd rose and walked to a win* 
dow, whistling a tune, while the hand of 
the duchess fell upon the sofa. “ I 
think we shall have some rain/’ conti¬ 
nued Narcissu%* and went on-~-“ Is 
' your highness partial to this summer 
weather ?” , - * 

There something certamly moat 
unnjturall in the rfbldness of manfaer 
whiclf marked his highness, 4>ut the 
>yt|abr, on tfiis occasion, doth # not ven-*^ 
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ings by which he was actuated ; »or 
doth he presume to give any clue to the 
cause which*led to this most marked, 
most "sudden, and most extraordinary 
change, which had taken place. Tl\e 
reader is at liberty to draw his own con¬ 
clusions upon the subject, and to satisfy 
himself, as )*ie may, with regard to the 
probable reasons which so jfowerftjljr 
influenced the behaviour c of Narcissus, 
hurling his passions, in a single moment, 
from the height of two hundred and ten 
degrees, to the depth of ten. All mortal 
men are subject to the^e fluctuations: 
the empire of ^oasston^s certainly one'of 
extreme diificulty to govern ; the sub¬ 
jects are naturally mutinous and insub- 
Qrdinate \ restlessness is thej dforte, they 
are apt to marshal round the lgeart*ppon 
the slightest occasion, and, unlqss' the 
*hea4 rfiost promptly marches aty j^s 
$&rce$ against them/ a rifo r <d dism^in- 



163 


, AND FIFTEEN. 

bermertt instantly ensues. The Rattle 
always lies between the heart and the 
head, and the outward actions are neither 
more nor less than the tokens of victory 
hbng out by the conquering party. 

• 

The duchess herself did nit appear to 
b^ seriously hurt by the coldL^ ambers of 
Narcissus; she had taken up a volume 
of poetry which lay upon the table, the 
production of a celebrated amatory poet 
of the manor, and, while Narcissus was 
whisking out, at leisure, his questions, 
she had comme^ed reading in a plain¬ 
tive tone— Cf Yourmothef says, my little 
•Venus/’ when the last jntefrogatory of 
Narcissunsounded ii^herears; and the 
longwpausjr^vhich ensued, gave her to 
und&rstanll that it was conformable* to 

4 

decortnn that she should give an answer. 
- T?urning, therefore, her eve-g^ ssfr om the 
iT^ume to^Narcissus, shccarele^ely re^ 

r . . \ 


• » 
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plied,—“ Summer weather,' eh* yfltTr 
highness? Why to say truth, I likewea- 
ther that is swnmerish, but I don’t call 
this weather by that name, I like up- 
clouded suns, skies without shadows* 
upon them, and landscapes which are 
not bespattered with mud, I like the 
bright greep^of Italia, and the orangeries 
of Lusitania, and I think, from all I 
hear of them, I should like the islands 
which formed the Elysium of the an¬ 
cients. But I hope your highness does 
not compare these with those enchanted 
scenes, where fancy loyp:# to wander. I 
hope your higfinesfs does not call 

summer tfeather.’* 

‘ a 

< A great deal of thist fine Iv^ngue was 
lost upon Narcissus! who had^llen^into 
a kind of reverie upon his own establish¬ 
ed character as an excellent shot; 
imagit^firfh fcas engaged jm^Ommittin^ 
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sad havoc amongst flocks of deer, and 

flights of pheasants ; he was bestriding 

over fields crimsoned with the1>loodof 
§ • 

his victims, which lay scattered around 
jn mountain heaps; and at the critical 
moment, when the duchess made her 


pause, he had, in fancy, 
buck, and his only 
u bounce*!” * 


levelled at a fine 
rmly was,— 


The reply was certainly not the most 

politeHfathe world; and, unfortunately, 

the word was one which Duke Ernest 

had a habit of u^ing whenever he wished 

““ttKexpress disbelief# contempt, or any 

other obnoxious sentiment; .and, • the 
• ^ 
moment £he heard k fall from the lips 

Of Ngrci&tas, and applied to herself, she 


felt^somlthing .very like indignation 
rising^from her throat, and impeding the 
^cents which she endeavoureck to sum-- 
©yn to illtyvf^te her feelijjgl^^he oc- 
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casion ; she thiew the book she had been 
reading, with violence, upon the table, 
and, vv^ith a contemptuous toss of the 
head, rose from her seat, and began to 
pace up and down the room, her bosdtn 
swelling more and more with anger, at 
every step sAie took. Still, however, a 
prudent pojCcy, arising out of a recollec¬ 
tion of^rc/situation at this lime, pre¬ 
vented her from giving that unrestrained 
privilege to her tongue, which she so 
much desired. A 

In the mean time, Narcissus feh that 
he had committed aj^grievous olfeij£ie 
against ..the laws of decorum, and the 
customs of enlightened society; for 
great as he was, <an<J muehAs he con¬ 
sidered himself superior forthe usual 

• ^ * _ fa 

laws which govern the Fe^ver-i^W, to 
* the laws' of good breeding, in common 
Iwith of £is sp,«^pes, he 
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naaenaple;-and might at all times be 
tried at-the bar of taste for offenfces of 
thisdescription, and was. liable to be 
punished by the contempt of those who 
acknowledged, and acted under the so- 
vereign authorities of those laws. He 
felt that he had given jAt cause for 
offence in the manner ano tone which 
he had ’adopted towards chess, 

and* was arwcious to remove the inju¬ 
rious impression which he was consci¬ 
ous IrilH^onduct must haye made upon 
her highness ; advancing, therefore, 
towards her, with returning kindness in 
‘-"infifclook, he her hand, and apolo¬ 

gized for his apparent rudeness^attribut- 
*.>ng it tr an absenccMvhich he could not 
conqu^fmnd to which he was occasion- 
ally subj&t in spite of his best exertions; 
and declanug, as he pressed thp hand of 
^Ijer highness to his lips, that nothing- 
£ould be mj#^ remote frofpAiv^ish and 
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intention, than to wound the feeling^of 
one for whom he possessed such strdng 
sentiments of esteem. 

r 

The duchess was too well pleased with 
this apology to suffer it to be unsuc¬ 
cessful. S^Se accordingly passed the 
matter off jfrith a laugh, and declared 
that she"£bnsidered it as Aotlfing more 
than a mere joke, and she hoped his 
highness would think no more of it. 
*< But,” said she, with a loud laugh— 
*' what a pretty, elegant expression is 
bounce!” 


** Pshaw, your highness/’ interrupted 
Narcissus, who* w rb a little flustered by 
t£e disposition of* the duch#ts to give 
way to a tittle raillery on the Subject— 
“ Let the matter drop. I was mad, a 
fool, at the moment. Let me beg qf 
your faigllS&fc'itot toznenribr the wor/* 
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again. • I hate the expression ; it if one 
particularly odious to me. I don't know 
what devil possessed me at the moment. 
But never mind, let the whole of it pass 
off; and pass judgment upon me by my 
future behaviour, and not the past.*' 

The duchess cordially asst^ntej} to the 
request, which was immediately made 
the ground ofhn amnesty between them. 
Her highness kindly placed her arm 
withn> Jris, and began to walk up and 
downtheroom with him,and to indulgein 
that natural jocos^nessofmannerto which 
she*was so much addicted ; while Nar¬ 
cissus, ontheother band, as if with a view 
to*compen^ate for the i^pcent rudeness of 
which he Htd been guilty, and to replace 
himself ujtan that elevated situation 
which Ihe had previously possessed in 
her esteem, redoubled the kindness of 

" # jJ* -y~ 

hi^ttentionjf towards her, 'Ind appeared 
^ vol. in. i • ' ** / 

a m ~ 
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to be more than ever under the inftu- 
enceof her attractions. 


But' did nothing further ensue ? me- 
thinks some curious reader again asks 
me. The question certainly savours of 
something fcore thgn impertinence, and 
conveys a ^ort of implication upon the 
prudence of the illustrious *pair, and 

therefore ought not to Be answered; 

* 

nevertheless, wishing to be 6n good 
terms with my readers, 1 will give a 
courteous reply. “ Nothing did occur: 
for at the moment thev were shewing 
most kindness td.eich other, Duke 
Ernest entered the room, and put an end 
to the Mie-a-tefe, 1?^ informing them that 
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CHAP. XXV. 


V 

<4 domestic tete d tete*— Fluctuations in the happi¬ 
ness of a conjugal fife—Quarrels and reconci¬ 
liations—Family arrangements—An unexpected 
and unwelcome visitor—A reference to former 
parts of this history—The growth of tenor , and 
it* climax . 


N $RCissu«j.bejng under engagements 
bf pressing nftportanfe for the evening, 
Duke Ernest and his.spouse were left to 
themselves very "afoon after the dinner 
cloth vfas removed; and trfcmendpus as 
.appeared to t)uke Ernest the task of 
encountering a colloquy w^:Ii his wife, 
so soon a£ter the disappointment of the 
'•morning*, he saw there was no ajtvrqative 
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but to submit with the best grace he # 
could. lie had taken no small pains, 
during dinner, to make lmns< If acquaint* 
ed with the hutnour or disposition of 
mind in which his consort was, from 


the few glances he met, and the scanty 
words which t'cfl from her highness ; and 
he saw no reason to# be discontented 
with the result of his observations. Al- 
though she did not cast at himself any 
sidelong looks of love/' but only a few 
leisure glances, her general gaze appear¬ 
ing to be entirely % engrosscd by Narcissus, 
he saw nothing unkind, nothing calcu¬ 
lated to create or eficoufagfc despondency* 
in the expressions of her eye*. Although 
the words which ferf from her tongue 
were*extremely few in number, and gene¬ 
rally followed the direction of hep glance, 


yet a word pr two she did drop to her 
spouse,* and they were burdened with 
of jdndness than any tiu^e of air 


« 


« 
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opposite description. He, therefore, 
argued from these grounds, which were 
certainly loose and scanty enough, that 
lie might escape any serious tempest* 

• • 

The duchess herself too had been, for 
the last several minptes before Narcissus 
left the table, engaged in debating within 
herself, what way she should conduct 
herself in the itte-a-tite which was 
about to take place betwixt her husband 
ana herself. One moment she deter¬ 
mined to attack him with reproaches for 
the deception he had practised towards 
her-with regard te tlfe disposition of his^ 
^mother, being convinced, that “he must 
■have knojw her su^ciently not to be 
deceived himself by the gaudy and un¬ 
founded l|preseft tat ions which he # frad 
made .use of to lead her astray. The next 
.ittstant, she called to mind the glimrner- 
rtfg of vigorous spirit which he hEtd^dis- 
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played on the preceding evening, and 
reflected on the probability of this 
spark of fire being fanned into a flame, if 
' she made any sudden or violent attack 
upon him : and, although, as she had, 
rather too unguardedly declared, she 
preferred thif* idea of, her husband being 
qualified to govern her, than that there 
should appear only the poltroon visible 
in- his character, when she^came to dis¬ 
cuss the propriety of giving too frequent 
exercise to this infant vigour, reason so 
violently opposed it, that she determined 
to be good-humoured. 


“ ShgfTl I fill ^ou a glass of Madeira ? ,J 
asked the duchess^throwing a great deal 
more than, usual kindness into the tone 
of'her voice, and 'laying he? hary3 on 
that of Ernest. 

i 


i? ' 

There was something in* her voice anJ 
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manner which absolutely electrified the 
duke with pleasure. He could scarcely 
credit the realityof the happiness which 
seemed, in a moment, to break upon his 
# ,view, but fancied the whole was some 
dream or delusion of his ears and eyes. 

A short space, however, served to con¬ 
vince him that the whole was real: 
the warm pressure of the soft and fair 
hand of the duchess thrilled to his heart, 
and arouzed a thousand swelling emo- 
tionfc.: he returned the squeeze with a 
fervour which shewed pretty plainly the 

nature and extent of his'feelings; and, 

^ * 

after a pause of a^shdrt ti^ne, he mustered 
up ability to make a sort of ’in-coherent 
‘reply in,words,—“ JJearest angel, a hun¬ 
dred—Oh ! I aril so happy # ! I could 
dri^k fol‘ yearsnf y6u would fill fofme! 
Give me one kiss. Zounds! Ifow happy . 
. 4 am.” 
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“ But it was rather deceitful of you, 
Ernest;” said the duchess, with a smi4e 
on her countenance, and a tone which 
appeared to be somewhat of the satirical 
description—“ it was rather deceitful of 
you to attempt to persuade me you could 
easily bring your mother round. Con¬ 
fess, Ernest, that you have not used me 
quite well.” 

t 

There was something in this conduct 
of the duchess which betrayed a predo- 

i 

minating disposition, to tyrannize when¬ 
ever she could venture, or, in plainer 
and more vulgar language, a desire c to 
wear the breeches; and the moment she 
saw her husband growing fond and atten- • 
tivq, she very ungratefully selected as 
the ,most fit to commence an) attack, 
every idea«of which she had a6ando.ned 
while the iUea was prevalent in her mind, 

*that he might‘grow independent, an*J.. 

« ■ 

4 • 


I 


I 
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give a check to her purpose. Yet in 
chasing this moment, if she laid herself 
open to the censure of the reader as-an 
ambitious and despotic wife, she must 
a b least command the credit of being 
Well acquainted with the weaknesses of 
human nature, and the most successful 
mode of turning thetn to her purpose, or 
her advantage, whensoever she needed 
to make the effort. If the reader be in¬ 
clined to quarrel with her generosity, her 
affection, or any other of her conjugal 
qualifications, when he has swelled out 
the \ui of accusation to its utmost bulk, 
he must. Mlow that she possessed a per- 
feet aud comprelicnsive knowledge of 
•the world. 

4 

m 

9 

0 

Poor D^ike Ernest a w as strufik intQ^a 
heap t>y tin* suddenness of this question. 
In the paroxysm of pleasure wiiich had 
'instantly succeeded the, first tender 
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squeeze and expression of his spouse, 
he h-^d completely banished from his 
me„mory,and his mind every trace of his 
mother’s obstinacy. "Short as the time 
indeed had been for the adoption of arty 
resolution, he had already determined 
not to care a straw about the displeasure 
of the old lady, nor to give himself a 
moment’s trouble about rempviyg it. But 
now, the scene was suddenly changed 
again by the few magical words of the 
duchess; a sudden gloom and despon¬ 
dency overshadowed his whole mind in 
a moment, j$nd he could scarcely find 
words to reply—“^For God’s s^ke, my 
dearest duchcs^, let 6s hear no more, 
and say no* more upon the hateful sub-, 
ject ” 

p 

« 

* r i i « J 

Half resolved, yet half afraid to* pro¬ 
ceed, thg duchess fixed tyer eyes'upon 

'the countenance of her husband to 

• • 
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gather from, his eyes some information as 

to.the'stote of his mind: at the. same 

time, lest she might have goms too .far 

. alrea’dy, she poured out the glass of 

Madeira, and handing to him, desired 

tiis highness to pledge her in the full 

glass; and gathering courage from the 

softening manners of the duke, added— 

“ Nay, Ernest, I am not going to quarrel 

with you, for,you know I love you. 1 

hate disputes with those for whom I 

have a regard. But l only want you just 

to acknowledge for once that you did 

deceive me, and that yo*j have been 

much to.blame.” 

% 

• The duchess, as she said this, artfully 
leaning towards the duke, courted his 
embrace, ,while the fatter deceived ip to 
a belief tkat she was in truth animated 

o 

by a feeling c*f extraordinary Jtiudness 
towards him, threw his arms tenderly 
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* round her/ and, without hesitation, 
made a full confession of his errof’in in- 

- 4 

ducing her to believe that which he 

t « 

declared, not upon the faith of his bwn 
knowledge, of his mother's determined 
disposition, but merely with a view td' 
reconcile her highness to the journey to 
Fever-isle. ‘ 

r n 

“ You do acknowledge then, thatyou 
have deceived me by misrepresenta¬ 
tions?" said the duchess, disengaging 
herself from his arms, and looking angrily 
at him. 


“ I do, my angelft love,” returned 

Duke Ernest, trembling violently as he 

saw die palpable and japid change in her 

manner a*nd voice—“ I do confess it: 
• * * 

but it was done with a view<to prdmet# 
the happiness of both of u,s ,* and there¬ 
fore^ I shouicj hope, if it be an offence* 
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at all, that it is one of the slightest tinge; 
and lfot worth notice.” 

Slight, and* not worth notice, in¬ 
deed,” replied the duchess. ff But it is 
♦•neither so slight as you imagine, nor so 
unworthy of notice. If you will deceive 
me in one thing, *you will in another. 
No matter .what lie it is, if it answer 
your purpose you will utter it. How 
can I expect to be happy with such a 
man ? There is no such thing as happi¬ 
ness* for me. I have been gulled and 
deluded into a match wjjich will ship¬ 
wreck ^11 my hopes and prospects. Cruel 
man that you &re to deceive a womaa 

» wlio has reposed such .unbounded confi- 

• 

. dence in your honor and truth, as to 
place all, her earthly happiness in^your 
hands.” % As she said this, the ducliess 
took* out hej handkerchief, aiyl, putting 
• it.to her eyes, began to shew symptoms • 
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of extreme distress ; thus making a most 
serious^ttack upon the heart of the chikf% 
who sat shivering in his chair, in a si¬ 
tuation of mind not a whit more enviable 
than that of a poor layman doing seven? 
penance before the altar of the Virgin/' 
while some rascally and interested monk 
stands close behind him, triumphantly 
flourishing the scourge which*is pre¬ 
pared for his back. r 

What measure to pursue, or what re¬ 
ply to make, the duke was equally at a * 
loss to determine. Language won Id not 
come at his command, .although repeat- 
edly summoned/"and, therefore, feeling 
it necessary to make some demonstration 
which might be likely to work a benefi¬ 
cial effect upon the^ disposition of his 
swelling spouse, he took out Jiis hand¬ 
kerchief ajso, and placing \{ before 1 his 

i 

eyes, fixed his elbows on the table, and 
began.to sob in exact concert. * 


c 
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So far, however, was ^his ^lan from 
ansvYeririg tlie desired purpose, that it 
served id inflame the anger of thg duch¬ 
ess, who, taking Ifer handkerchief from 
hex eyes, and looking full of contempt 
aixl fury at the duke, exclaimed— 

4 sniveller, he gone to your mother, if 
you have any affectum for me, and never 
- i me agijin jintil you have, by some 
iLitiio or other, prevailed upon her to 
retract from the \iolent promise she has 
made, and to eceive us to her house. 
What am 1 to do in this great unwieldy 
town,* without a soul to speak to ? How 
am 1 to exist without a fashionable and 
extensive circle of ^tjuaiivtancc—I who 
fiave been the life and souI # of* dvefy'cir- 
cie from my childhood ? It is impossible, 
Ernest; I shall die of ennui , unless thing* 
•are ^peeddy^alterech” * * 

* 

• t)pke Ernest took his handkerchief 
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from his ejes, /and, in a tone of mingled 
grief and tenderness, replied—*• Time, 
my darling, time will work an alteration.” 

te Am I to wait for time, barbarian ?” 
asked the duchess, waxing warmer and 
warmer—“ time will indeed alter things. 
Time will make < me withered, ugly, 
crooked, and fretful: tiiyie >vill take 
away from me the power of enjoyment, 
before he gives me the means. If I am 
only to trust to time, my lot is indeed 
forlorn beyond hope.” 

i 

* 

\ 

46 Nay, not so, my love, wc^will be- 
guile the tedious hours by varieties of 
amusemenf, by change of scene, and by 
succession of company., To-morrow 
s^iali regularly eclipse to-day in pleasure, 
aiid all the world shall be mnsacked to 
i(j|£ive yon delight. Think of this, my 
darling, and do not be unreasonable m 
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your expectations, and vve must be 
happy.” 


“ Unreasonable, barbarous man !” re¬ 
turned the duchess .—“ When was I 

•• 

unreasonable ? Have I not submitted to 
be deceived by you time after time, with¬ 
out scarcely venting one single reproach ? 
Have l nbt Endured neglect and insult 
with the rrosfr Job-like patience ? And 
now that things are come to the worst do 
I display any thing like indecent warmth 
and passion in my manner or expression ? 
Am t not perfectly cool, arW good-tem¬ 
pered, add in the reasonable mood 

* k ® 

—^hat ever woman appeared in^”, . # 


* Duke Ernest, although his heart gavp 
the lie to his t«ngi*e, did not dare*to 
answer^ otherwise than in the affirmative. 

spirit of Opposition whiclf had so 
rec^itly manifested*itself i*n his beiia- 
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viour, was now completely vanquished: 
he had no longer the inclination nor the 
ability to offer any resistance to fhc un¬ 
reasonable impetuosity of his wife. A 
thousand times did repentance mount 
the throne of memory, and begin to chide 
him for marrying so rashly, without pre¬ 
viously making himself acquainted with 
the disposition of the duchess. Before 
this event had taken place, he was able 
to walk and talk as he pleased, to chuse 
his own connections, to give his own 
orders, to sit at home in peace, to get 
drunk orreihain sober, without consult¬ 
ing any other inclination than his own. 
Now the,c#se was diametrically the re¬ 
verse: he was no longer the master of 
his own actions, and possessed no con- 
trnul over those of his wife: he was 
obliged *n every act of his life, to consult 
her taste and opinion, and to square his 
own determination accordingly : he must 
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consult her eyes and her countenance, to 
know whether he might speak or remain 
silent, .and was continually exposed to a 
torrgnt of reproachful eloquence from 
morning to night, and from night to 
morning again. He gave scope to these 
reflections until they swelled his bosom 
so high with mortified pride, and feelings 
of indignation, 'that the workings of his 
countenance evidently betrayed to the 
duchess what was passing within, and 
acquainted her with the danger which 
was approaching her, and which menaced 
her government; and she instiShitly deter¬ 
mined^ by a little weH^timqd artifice, to 
Ttjeet it and repel it Before it c«u4d ripen 
and burst. 


Assuming a tonefof utore kindness, hSr 

• ^ 

highness accordingly resumed—Well, 
you know I am all affabifity and 
good»temper; so I \frill eveh look over 


•• •• 
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this last and greatest*of your deceptions, 
andendeavour to bring down my wishes 
to the level of my situation. Although 
I despair of being happy, I will endea¬ 
vour to be as much so as circumstai\cea 
will permit. Mutual reproaches will 
only fan discontent into a fire, and en¬ 
tirely consume the whole of our felicity. 
Ah, Ernest, it would be well for you, if 
you were as philosophic in your senti¬ 
ments as I am. But women have always 

9 / 

more strong minds than men. Come, 
come, Ernest, here’s my hand, I was 
a little toe i Severe upon you ; but 1 will 
forget it all; gnd fafe will now setth'some 
arrangements with* regard to our futurfe 
residence, for I suppose we must have 
tone.” 

c 

c 

o 

The^duchess had again shewn .her per¬ 
fect knowledge of the weaknesses ofrbjr 
husband. All the'fire which hadLbecn 
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rapidly aceumtilatinjf in the eyes of Er* 

• • 
nest; the hectic of anger which was^ 

gradually throwing it^carmine tinge over 
his otherwise pale cheeks, the furrows 
whitfh were lengthening on his brow, 
the dilation of his nostrils which had 
been perceptibly increasing; all these 
symptoms of^angjer suddenly diminished 
and disappeared the moment the duchess 
assumed a tone of tenderness, and the 
jirst touch of her soft hand metamor¬ 
phosed all the terrific sighs into sweet 
smiles and the most soothing blandish¬ 
ments of ^physiognomical expression. 
He irrftnediately took* # hero hand, and, 
wj,th a corresporiden^pfabiUty^Df voife 
and'‘manner, returned—“ We shall be 
happy,* my darling: Narcissus will visit « 
intend. Ladv Cllaflolte will visit us!* 
Qh it delights me to see you reasoftable, 
an&rfo hear you argue dispassionately 
upou"% subject s'o intimately*connected 
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with our reciprocal happiness, for no 
earthly object can ensure us hapfnness 
with each other, if we encourage 3 dispo¬ 
sition to snarl and quarrel continually.'* 

The duchess thought proper to give 
a cordial assent to this assertion; and 
this heterogeneous pair then dropped all 
their differences, and began to sketch 
plans for their future regulation; when, 
m the midst of these formations of 
schemes, in came Narcissus and his 
brother Cam, arm in arm, to the great 
annoyance of Duke Ernest and hi 3 
duchess, w r ho Wopld much rather have 
preferred f each oftier’s company alone, 
dull and monotonous as it was, to this 
i unexpected visit, which revived in the 
‘dneinory of bo\h the unpleasant ren¬ 
contre at Tzell, with which the reader, 
unless his recollection be more ^than 
ordinarily 4 treacherous* is already- well 
acquainted. 
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kt said Narcissus, as he brought 

hifn into the centre of the room, “ here 

• • 

L have it resolved in my own mind, 
that you and Ernest should be good * 
friends. 1 know you should have had 
the duchess, if things had all went on 
as we expected ; but that is over. If she 
preferred Ernest, she had a right, to be 
sure; and*you must not look cool at him 
on that accoifnt. Come, sister of mine, 
you must take and join their hands, 
and let every thing that is past be 

buried in oblivion.” 

‘ 

Xhe'duchess, fv-ho had been com¬ 
pletely misled b^Ernest’ a belief 
’that all the valour in the* affair between 
her.husband and ©uke Cam^ had been 
oji his own side, *and*that the latter *had 

Shewn wh9t the Fever-islandefs called 
• ■ 

>^tkg white feather, determined*both on 
bejjalf of her spouse and hferself to shew 
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a great deal of magnanimity. She ac¬ 
cordingly advanced towards her new 
brother-in-law, and taking his hand, 
whispered, “ Although Duke Ernest js ' 
full of courage in avenging an insult, 
he has ample magnanimity in his dis¬ 
position, which will ever prompt him 
mo9t readily to meet the wishes of a bro¬ 
ther who comes forward to seek and 
desire a cordial reconciliatibm” 

Duke Cam looked for a few moments 

in the countenance of the duchess to 

* 

ascertain wllether she was serious in 
what she said.# “ Courage in avenging 
an insult,** «said he^internally, two or “ 
three times; and applied to memory for 
a solution^of the enigma. At length; 
unable to commafid his countenance 
IntSfcly, ‘he tempered down his feelings* 
into a sort of satirical &mile, as 

4 • 

replied ,— (t I c‘annot 6oubt my brother's 
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qaagfianimity, which l believe to.be on a 
par with his courage.” 


• There was a sarcasm in the very tone 
of his voice which to any more pene¬ 
trating observer, would have been suffi¬ 
cient to shew that there was something 
in it more .than met the ear; but it was 
lost upon 0 the duchess, who amongst 
all the faults of her husband, did not 
set him down for a dealer in direct false- 
liocfds. But to Ernest, the sarcastic 


voice and look of his brother required 
no elucidation : I he image of the conflict^ 
in*which he had&ut sueh a sorry figure 
sprang up before Ks nund f s eye, and he 


shivered and shook from head to foot, 
lest any thing should be let* fall wfiich 
.would bqtray him for a man of weak 
^intrepidity to his spouse and*Narcissus. 
^■He would not trust himself to look at* 
Ws brother, but with downcast $yes, .he' 


VOL. 1.11. k 

• • 
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falteringly replied, “ I shall indeed he 
most happy to be on brotherly terms 
with him;’' and then suffered the du¬ 
chess to take his hand, and unite it with 
that of Cam, while Narcissus chuckled at' 
the idea that he had at least made one 
step towards the family reconciliation. 

“ I was a little afraid, I must confess," 
said Narcissus, smiling, “ that I should 

have bad more trouble to put matters 

» 

between you upon a friendly footing. 
But how much to be preferred is this 
settlement of differences, to that which 
is called an honourable* adjustment. 'I 
always hated desperates measures. Impe¬ 
rious circumstances, it is true, have 
more than sonce placed me in such a 
situation ; but I always did my bes* to% 
P get through the trouble with as little 
dpt|er as possible. What say you, my* 1 * 1 
wy Ernest?" 



195 


aVd fifteen.. 

• • 

# 

JErnest was electrified at the introduc¬ 
tion of this subject, to which* he had 
sucii a mortal antipathy: and for some 
tfrne, he could not satisfy himself, but 
*hat Narcissus was (to use a fashionable 
phrase) awake to the whole transaction, 
and was bent upon Quizzing him a little 
upon the«manner in which he had con- 
ducted himself on the occasion of his 
honourable meeting with Cam. This 
impression, however, wore rapidly away, 
when' the latter, without giving him 
time ‘enough to collect h\s thoughts 
sufficiently for a reply, responded for 
him.'—“ Oh, Erne as well as myself 
is no advocate of (Smelling. Friendly 

adjustments are the things for us. I never 

# 

was engaged but in one thing of tlie 


^^When and where.was th^jt ?"returned 
Narcissus, faking a glass of wine.ifl hi» fc 

k 2 
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hand, -and carelessly adding, * 6 1 hope 
yon came off with credit for the sake of 
the family,” 

The stroke of a straw would have 
knocked Ernest from his chair; nothing 

appeared before him' now, but exposure 

* 

and disgrace; he turned pale and red by 
turns, while his attentive and sarcastic 
brother marked and enjoyed the varia¬ 
tions of his countenance. The duchess, 
in the mean time, although not a little 
curious taljnowwhat sort of an account 
of the transaction c tlie duke wopld give, 
thought she should highly exalt hert>wn 
character tor generosity, if she stepped 
forward to prevent a vanquished brother 
fiqm exposing himself. She therefore, 
laying her hand upon the ^rm of Nar¬ 
cissus, 4 exclaimed, “ I pray your higa- 
Hess to give the conversation a chaffy, 
for there is nothing in this subject w'tiich 
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• » 
is peculiarly suited to* a female, disposi- 

fion. * 1 dare say liis highness *and his 
antagonist followed the common routine 
^in these things ; they each refused to 
accept apologies ; the ground was mea¬ 
sured ; the parties took their stand, and 
fired without effect, or perhaps his high¬ 
ness charitably fired his pistol in the air/’ 

• • 


■ “ Not so^ my dear sister," said Duke 
Cam. “ If we had followed the usual 
order of arrangement, I could have pro¬ 
mised you no entertainment by the reci¬ 
tal ; but I assure you, *you would be 
highly gratified Ib.y the story, which is 
ludicrous in r^e extfecpe, frgm the 
. beginning to the end. ’ You must know 
a lady wal in the case. I had lpvcd 
.^this frail fair one, and my opponent had 
very ingeniously stepped in at the critical # 
Ijnoment, and—God bless flie, what's 
he matter with Ernest ?•' 
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All eyes were turned upon.poor 
Ernest/whose countenance at this mo¬ 
ment might have outrivalled the white¬ 
ness of*virgin alabaster. There was not a 
tinge of any colour in his cheeks ; his eyes 
were without expression ; and a most 
deep sigh broke from his bosom—Nar¬ 
cissus was alarmed ; the duchess herself 
assumed a decent and decorous sorrow 
on the occasion, and asked With becom¬ 
ing agitation of voice, “ What in the 
world had happened to her dear Ernest ?’* 


Cam, who 'was in the secret, W'as the 
only one who did not matte particular e*y 
quiries; butsaf still tittf ring to himself at 
theeffectofhis tale,while Ernest,pointing 
to tt\e wine, with great difficulty ascribed 
his indisposition to seme noxious ingre-, 
dient, and faintly begged that he might , 
be allowed to retire. The duchess and j 
Narcissus accordingly placed his high-,* 

V 
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ness between them, and conducted him 
to his . apartment, and thus, at least for 
the present, removed from his* imagina¬ 
tion the fears of a discovery of his real. 
Conduct in the meeting with his brother, 
•and laid the foundation for his par¬ 
tial recovery from the attack which had 
seized him. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


Jn which the author sheweth manifest symptoms of 
a disposition to conclude—Some matttrs brought 
to a close in conformity with the established usages 

W 

of novel-writers—Various other matters filed off 
to a point , and the whole wound up by a very 
sage-like ejaculation. 




And now, {{entle deader, having<k>n- 
-ducted thee, by rowans of twenty-five 
chapters of interesting narrative, through 
th^principal features of the year Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifteen, it repnaineth 
the author to class the residue of the oc¬ 
currences of this interesting epoch into- 
one shprt compass, and to present to t\fee 
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that which eertakily ought to be ranked 
as»a singular phenomenon in novel lite¬ 
rature, a kind of multum in parno, which 
may serve for a finish to the whole pro¬ 
duction ; and leave thee in full possession 
*>fall matters which ought to be entitled 

to thy peiusal or consideration. 

• 

Duke Ernest did not recover from his 
indisposition^ during the whole of the 
following day, sufficiently to shew him¬ 
self at table ; and it may perhaps be very 
questionable to some persons whether he 
wouM have recovered even unto this 
day, had he not received the gratifying 
information from his duchess that Cam 
had not only left \he JiouSeJ buf was 

0 

gone completely away from the town, 
and did not purpose to return^gain, fbr 
oiiverfe powerful reasons, for the course of 
# sj>me years, wjiich he intended to devote 
•to travelling abroad, with the view of 

_ m • • 
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f * 

picking up a few more correct notions of 
men and manners than those he h'ad hi¬ 
therto imbibed. From a conversation, too, 

♦ 

with Narcissus, Duke Ernest satisfied 
himself that the latter had derived i to 
information from Cam on the subject of 
the meeting, and consequently, that 
whatever disgrace attached to himself 
for his behaviour on this occasion, it was 
not known, and therefore 4 was no dis¬ 
grace at all. 

The consequence of these discoveries 
and reflections was the rapid recovery of 
his highness from an indisposition which 
he firmly attri&lited to some deleten6u& 
composition* in .the Anne of which he 
had participated ; and^ no sooner was he 
completely restored to his accustomed 
health, than, under the advice and in<i' 
fluence qf Narcissus and f the duchessf 
lie proceeded ^to give t orders for the pre- * 
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paration of a proper residence for himself 
and his .spouse, until matters should look 
brighter. 

*And the duke was stimulated to hasten 
these preparations by more considerations 
than one. He was not only anxious to have 
an establishment of'his own, in order to 
keep up appearances, which always went 
a great way, jnot only with the tenants 
of the Fever isle, but with all the world ; 
but .principally to keep away from him his 
brother Cam, and thus to lessen the pro¬ 
bability of any exposure of himself to 
his duchess, the apprehension of which 
. had* fastened itself so strongly upon his 
mind, that to avdid such an odious 
tclaircissement , he, would willingly have 
.renounced all hjs connection* with % the 
* ^nanor of the Fever isle, in pe/petuity, 
t ijnd have conveyed himself and bis spouse 

"hack to Tzell, or tetany other country in 

•• • 


4 
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the world, where theiear of such an 

t 

event might be done away. * 


Animated by such a motive, his high¬ 
ness displayed a greater share of manlt- 
ness and determination, on this occasion,' 
than he had ever hitherto shewn, and 
had thus made so much progress in the 
good graces of his consort, that She began 
readily to reconcile herself to the idea of 
living with him, even in a state of com¬ 
parative seclusion, and to speculate upon 
the prospects of futurity with muelViess 
gloom and despondency than she 1 had 
been accustomed tQ evince. She, con- 

Cl * 

scquently, gradually left off annoying'his 
highness with reproaches so continually 
as^she was wont; and more frequently 
treated him with ^miles and words of 
tenderness, and all the long ft cetera oft 
the blandishments of affection ; and th^T v 
natural consequence was, the promotion 

4 £ 

thei&mutual happiness. 
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Therp wa6 but 6ne thiifg wanted when 
thd residence was completely finished 
for their reception, anchthey had taltfen 
' possession of it, and that was, the pros¬ 
pect of an offspring. On this subject, 
fiowever, whatever mutual taunts and 

reproaches and recriminations were 

• 

thrown out, they are of too delicate a na¬ 
ture to 6e detailed in a work of this 
kind, which preteudeth not to expound 
the arcana of nature, nor the laws upon 
which she conducts her wonderful ope¬ 
rations. It will suffice to remark on this 
subject, that, whatever bla^ne deserved 
to attach to either, jought to be fixed 
upo.n^ his highness, according to^ right 
Reason, because the'ducliress had, in the 
course of fier prior marriages, giv^en 
•proof to the wosld, that nature had^er- 
^tainly left nothing undone, in this re- 
aspect, when*she formed and finished off 
h£r highness.- The duke,^however, .con- 
Trivcd pretty well to parry off.tho r attacks 


t 
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% 

which were m&de upon him-, no/.by the 
duchess alone, but by his brothers and 
companions, by uniformly exclaiming, 
“ ’Tis time enough yet!” 


m 

Narcissus, in the mean time, having 
seen his brother and sister safely and 
comfortably lodged beyond the reach of 
interruption, made preparations foi the 
renewal of his journey to different parts 
of his manor ; prior to which, he paid a 


visit to the Duchess of Whelps, as«well 
with a view to do away any unfavoura¬ 
ble impressions whi h ht, might have 


made upon h^r graop, by his interference 
in behalf of Diike Ernest and his vyife, * 
as to observe-"how Lady Charlotte 


thrived under the management of hef 
grandmother; and t whe{her she was be-* 
come less high-spirited, and more pfa-* 
cable in her temper. 
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The fi^st object was fully*accomplished 
by this visit: his highness contrive’d to 
must ate himself in. the ^cuod graces of 
his mother, without much difficulty, 
Duringthe whole of the interview, the 
names of Ernest and his wife were only 
once mentioned, when Narcissus apolo¬ 
gized for his interference, and informed 
his motlier*that they were fixed in a 
Mutable residence, and were determined 
to wait her grace's pleasure to be recon¬ 
ciled. . With regard to Lady Charlotte, 
fiowe^his highness went home more 
fullv satisfied than he had eve*: been be- 

4 / 

fore, although he was even now reluctant 

* 9 

to u’CeiAre, the admission, -that he had 
\ ® * 
adopted Towards her ladyship an errone- 

>usl lipe of conduct,* that the only ef- 

fect$ which had lutherjo resulted from 

“it,»w1ere * to ifistil into her susceptible 

bpeast an unnati^al dislike to those who 

flight to have endeased themselves tp 
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her, by the most affectionate and endear-* 
ing manner; and that a perseverance in 
the same step® could only have a tenden¬ 
cy to root impressions which the inter¬ 
ests of all required to be eradicated. 


Yet, although his highness was con¬ 
vinced of the truth of these sentiments, 
he could do nothing further than to en¬ 
tertain them. By the 1 compact into 
which he had entered with his principal 

• 

advisers, he was precluded from acting 

independent of their suggestions; and 

he knew full well that they were fixed 

to pursue the same path in Which they 

had commenced; that they ,w>re not 

men who wer£ open to conviction ; their 

conception and judgment being so 

clogged^and choeked up by self-interect 

• 

aityl corruption, that there Was no crevice 
through which reason end justice and 
good sense could enter their minds; tha? 
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tlyjy \fere so infatuated and so much in 
love with their own system, that they 
would uphold it fn all imparts although 
the political structure were tumbling in ' 
•ruins about their ears; and his highness, 
therefore, felt that there was no alterna¬ 
tive for his adoption, but, let the con¬ 
sequences of the present measures be 
what they might, patiently to submit, 
and to banisTi all reflections upon conse¬ 
quences which, however appalling they 
. might appear to his apprehensions, like 
all ^ther the events of futurity, were ex¬ 
tremely uncertain of occurrence. After 
aU, rj he could not sfippr#ss a sigh, when 
he ^(fed to mind fyis own folly ia turn¬ 
ing away his wife and child from his 
hfOsoni; and, in a vyeak and criminal hour 
Jthe.josin^ sight*of Ms power and th8 dig¬ 
nity of his situation, so far us to lend 
himself to Turther the designs of such 
4h$n as those in whom hi trusted. ' . 



210 EIGHTEEN*! HUNJDREB . 

* 

f • 

p • % 

This train of thought was'too gloomy 
for Narcissus long to entertain :"he was 
not fond of seriousness^ and, so well did 
• his high rank accord with his disposi¬ 
tion, as to throw into his way continual 
means of banishing reflection, which 
was the only enemy Jie feared. It made 
a severe attack upon his bosoin, at this 
moment; but Narcissus, fearful of the 
issue of the conflict, instantly called 
Mahony to his aid, and began to apply 


himself so effectually to expedite his^ie- 
parture from his metropolis, that liady 
Charlotte, ar:d aiT the train of thought 


which she had /introduced, wore s^on 
driven t from- his'mind, and he w£* mce 

' ' * ' i 

more the thoughtless man of pleasure— 


Narcissus was himself again ! 


* i * 

• r 

£ 

From place to place, his highness flew 
on the win|s of eager desitb to pursue * 
f the giddy phantom pf t>leasur,3 ,through/ 
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Trii the Eludings and labyrinths of life. 
Frbm pla?e to place he ipoved with the 
^celerity of lightning; gaiety and dissf-*' 
I pdtjon glittered and revelled.in his train. 
Wherever; he showed his face, scared by 
the dazzling glare of his character, the 
humble virtues retired within their cells, 

• and closed the door of their habitation, 

• • 

until the gaudy retinue of greatness had 

.passed bv. Dfd he look into their abode 

• * 

to encourage them by his patronage ; to 

cheer \hem by his smile; by his example 

to hold them forth to the homage of 

mankind? No! %Did he ^dispense 

blegsin^s amongst th^ 1 laborious pv,or 

wh*en hlflftV them bowed dowrt by^e- 

, nupy^ a n¥^ disease ? No! Did he plan 

and yaecute any schetne for the agieliora-^ 

tion of the condition offhis tenants, who 

' were'rujned by the hardness of the>raies? 

No-! Wh6c'the % orphan and the widow 

,«. § 

* ifrie^put to ftf hyB, did he relieve them - ? 

^ ^ \ •® r % •* 

i*rt ** I 
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No) He was surrounded by a* biaz6*of 
splendor so bright as to obscure evet|r 

p ^ *• « 

dark objtct around him ; yet when h 
returned, the tenants flattered him,' the 
tenants fawned upon him, the tenants ‘ 
invoked him as a deity, and forgot that 
he was a frail anul mortal man! Btft 
the sages of the Fever-isle* exclaimed, * 
when they saw this folly— tf Oh for the 
fish’s gall which the angel'gave to'rtSbrt^ 
to anoint the visual organs of tljeso 
tenantry, that they may no lenget grfcpe 
in blindness, but be qualifi^' 1 . <riow 
good fioiff evil!” 4 


* 

■PIE EN J) > 
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